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OUTLINE
OF

THE EMINENT PERSONS' MEETING ON
FINANCING GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

April 15-17, 1992
TOKYO, JAPAN

gpmduced on the basis of the press-release document of March 18, 1992, of the UNCED
ecretariat)

The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, to be held in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in the beginning of June 1992, will be a major ste];_‘) towards ensur-
ing global environmental security which is a necessary underpinning for human growth and
development in coming years. In light of the importance of the issues to be discussed at
the Conference, the General Assembly decided to invite Heads of State or Government to
lead their delegations. This will make it the largest Summit Conference ever and the first
true "Earth Summit."

At the conference, Governments will be expected to take decisions on a broad
range of measures designed to effect substantial changes in economic behaviour to ensure
a sound and sustainable future for humankind in both environmental and economic terms.
One of the most impurtant issues the conference must address is how these measures are
to be financed, particularly by developing countries. Under present economic conditions
they are not in a position to finance without outside help the additional efforts required to
both accelerate development and assure environmental sustainability.

Most developing countries face the daunting challenge of revitalizing their devel-
opment and dealing with pervasive poverty in the face of heavy debt burdens and, in many
cases, net outflows of capital. Without environmentally sound technologies and increased
capacity, their future economic tgmmh is bound to exacerbate global environmental risks.
It is, therefore, in the interest of the entire world community that the developing countries
have access to the financial and technological means required to revitalize their develop-
ment on an environmentally sound and sustainable basis and to promote their full partici-
pation in international environmental cooperation to avert global risks.

opment issues is to be the subject of a small, high-level consultation, The Eminent Persons'
feeting on Financing Global Environment and Development, (Chikyu Kankyo Kenjinkai-
%, in Japanese) to be held in Tokyo, between 15-17 April, 1992. The Honourable Noboru
akeshita, former Prime Minister of Japan at the request of the UNCED Secretariat has
agreed ot host this event, with the cooperation of Mr. Toshiki Kaifu, former Prime Minis-
ter of Japan and Mr. Gaishi Hiraiwa, Chairman of Keidanren (Japan Federation of
Economic Organization). It will be organized by the UNCED Secretariat.

How best to finance measures for tackligﬁ %lubal environmental and related devel-

‘ The meeting will be private and "off-the-record" in order to facilitate informal,
Inter-active discussion of the issues. There will be a press conference following the meet-
Ing. A statement is expected to be issued summarizing in broad terms the views of the
participants including important differences of opinion should they exist.

It must be emphasized that this is an international conference with participants
from both developing and developed countries, and that participants are attending in
their personal capacity, not as representatives of either governments or the organizations
with which they may be associated.
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The goal of the Meeting is to create a broad international overview and perspective
on the critical financial issues which will confront those attending the Earth Summit in Rio
de Janeiro as seen from some of the world's most experienced and respected financial and

policy leaders.

Some of the issues to be raised at the meeting include: the needs of developing
countries; where and how new funds can be raised, in particular the feasibility of new taxes
for an "Earth Increment;" the institutional implications; the roles governments can play in
providing new funds; how to ensure that funds are efficiently and effectively utilized in
promoting sustainable development; why it is in the developed countries' interest to take
action now; and how to reconcile the legitimate demands of both the donor and recipient
countries on the disbursement of funds.

Although these questions will not be fully resolved at this meeting, it is expected
that the views of participants will help clarify differences amongst governments on this
critical issue and produce valuable suggestions for their consideration and action at the
Rio Summit.
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AGENDA
EMINENT PERSONS' MEETING

ON FINANCING GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

15 April 1992
14:00 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30
15:30 - 15:40
15:40 - 17:30

18:30 - 19:30
19:30 - 21:00

16 April 1992
09:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:00
11:00 - 12:30
12:30 - 14:00

Tokyo, Japan
15-17 April, 1992

Opening Ceremony
Opening Remarks by the Hon. Noboru Takeshita

Opening Remarks by Mr. Maurice F. Strong,
Secretary-General of UNCED

Welcome Address by the Hon. Kiichi Miyazawa
Prime Minister of Japan

Speech by the Hon. Jimmy Carter
Coffee Break
Opening Session (Election of Chairpersons)

AGENDA ITEM 1
Developing Country Needs and Absorbtive Capacities
Chaired by Mr. T. Oba

Reception

Dinner

AGENDA ITEM 2
Potential Sources of Funding
ga Redeployment of Domestic Resources
b) External Assistance
- Official Development Assistance
- Voluntary Funding from Private Sources
SC) Private Investment
d) Debt Relief
Chaired by H.E. Mr. R. Barre

Coffee Break
Continuation of Discussion on Agenda Item 2

Luncheon
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14:00 - 15:30
15:30 - 16:00

16:00 - 17:30

19:00 - 21:00

17 April 1992
09:00 - 10:30
10:30 - 11:00
11:00 - 12:30

12:30 - 14:00
18:00 - 19:00
19:00 - 21:00

Continuation of Discussion on Agenda Item 2
Coffee Break

AGENDA ITEM 3

Institutional Mechanisms and a Practical Package
for UNCED

Chaired by H.E. Sir S. Ramphal

Dinner

Continuation of Discussion on Agenda Item 3
Coffee Break

AGENDA ITEM 4

Consideration of Conclusions and Final Statement
Chaired by Mr. K. Yanagiya

Luncheon

Official Press Conference

Farewell Party
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EMINENT PERSONS' MEETING ON FINANCING
GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT
15 - 17 APRIL 1992

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

His Excellency Mr. Raymond Barre
Former Prime Minister of France

The Honorable Jimmy Carter .
Former President of the United States of America

The Honorable Barber Conable
Former President of th:a World Bank
United States of America

His Excellency Mr. Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado
Former President of Mexico

His Excellency Mr. Huang Hua
Former Foreign Minister of China

The Rt. Honorable the Lord Jenkin of Roding
Former Environment Minister
United Kingdom

Mr. Jiro Kondo
President, Science Council of Japan

His Excellency Mr. Lee Kuan Yew
Former Prime Minister of Singapore
Senior Minister

Prime Minister's Office

Singapore

His Excellency Mr. Marcilio Marques Moreira
Minister of Finance
Brazil

The Honorable Robert S. McNamara
Fur_mer President of the World Bank
United States of America

Mr. Tomomitsu Oba
President, Japan Center for International Finance

His Excellency General Olusegun Obasanjo
Former President of Nigeria

Dr. Saburo Okita
Former Foreign Minister of Japan
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His Excellency Dr. Misael Pastrana Borrero
Former President of Colombia

Dr. Indraprasad G. Patel
Former Governor, Reserve Bank of India

Mr. Rudolph A. Peterson
Former President and CEQ, Bank of America
United States of America

His Excellency Sir Shridath Surendranath Ramphal
Former Commonwealth Secretary-General
President, The World Conservation Union

Guyana

His Excellency Mr. Emil Salim
Minister of State for Population and the Environment
Indonesia

Dr. Stephan Schmidheiny

Chairman, Business Council for Sustainable Development
UNOTEC

Switzerland

Professor Klaus Schwab
President, World Economic Forum
Germany

Mr. Kimimasa Tarumizu
President of the Asian Development Bank
The Philippines

His Excellency Mr. Ola Ullsten
Former Prime Minister of Sweden

His Excellency Mr. Emile van LennEp
Former Secretary-General of the OECD
The Netherlands

Mr. Kensuke Yanagiya
President, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)

OBSERVER

His Excellency Ambassador John Bell

Coordinator of the UNCED Negotiations on Financial Resources
Canada

CONVENER

Mr. Maurice Strong

Secretary-General, UNCED
Canada
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HOSTS

Mr. Noboru Takeshita
Former Prime Minister of Japan

Mr. Toshiki Kaifu
Former Prime Minister of Japan

Mr. Gaishi Hiraiwa
Chairman, Keidanren (Japan Federation of Economic Organizations)

UNCED SECRETARIAT

Mr. Nitin Desai
Deputy Secretary-General

Mr. Joseph C. Wheeler
Director, Programme Integration

Mr. Kazuo Matsushita
Senior Programme Officer

Mr. Jean-Louis Lawson
Executive Officer

Mr. Hiro Shibuya
Special Adviser to Mr. Maurice F. Strong

Ms. Sally Griffiths
Secretary to Mr. Maurice F. Strong

HOST SECRETARIAT

Mr. Kazuu_ Aichi
Former Minister of Environment

Mr. Tadashi Yasuhara
Director-General, Environment Information Center
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Eminent Persons’ Meeting on Financing
Gilobal Environment and Development

Tokyo IS(WedHTFri) April 1992

TOKYO DECLARATION
ON
FINANCING GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

17 APRIL 1992

The human future is at risk. Wasteful patterns of production and consumption in
industrialized countries, together with pervasive poverty and population growth in de-
velo m# countries, are leading to the destruction of the Earth's ecological base and intol-
erab?e evels of human suffering and deprivation. This dangerous course jeopardizes the
prospects for the survival and well-being of future generations.

It is time to re-evaluate the thinking which underlies our present society. A new
environmental ethic needs to be established, new value systems accepted and supported by
the citizens at grass-roots levels, and new approaches towards development adopted, based
on the principles of: strengthening the links between people, environment and develop-
ment; adjusting our behavior to the natural order that lies behind the limited and vulner-
able ecosystems of the Earth; and sharing environmental space equitably among all coun-
tries of the world, and acting to meet the needs of future as well as present generations.

_The June Earth Summit in Rio offers a unique opportunity to forge a global part-
nership for sustainable development to eradicate poverty and to safeguard the environ-
ment upon which human life depends.

This global partnership must start with a commitment by the developed countries to
sharply reduce the burden they impose on the carrying capacity of the Earth's ecosystem.
They must change to non-destructive production and consumption patterns and stand
re to support developing countries, which, on their part, should articulate new strate-
gies to accelerate the pace of their development and deal effectively with both global and
national environmental concerns.

. In two years of intensive preparations and negotiations, the 175 Members of the
United Nations have established the basis for agreement in Rio on a comprehensive
programme of co-operative action, Agenda 21. %t includes a broad range of practical
measures designed to effect the transition to sustainable development.
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Accordingly, we appeal to leaders of all governments to come to the Earth Summit
at Rio prepared to commit themselves to the measures required to give effect to a new

global partnership for sustainable development.

The main part of the expenditures in the developing countries to implement
Agenda 21, which may amount to over $600 billion a year, will come from de::velc-pmﬁ
countries themselves. Developing countries will require a supportive international an
national economic environment to enable them to mobilize more internal resources.

Of primary importance to developing countries, therefore, is:

First, increased access to the markets of industrialized countries. In this context, an
immediate and meaningful conclusion of the Uruguay Round is absolutely essential;

Second, increased inflow of private investment and technology transfer into de-
veloping countries; .

Third, durable solutions to the debt problems of develcpir:jg countries, which will be
a prerequisite for their transition to sustainable development; an

Fourth, very substantial external support, which will be needed to complement
these efforts.

The UNCED Secretariat has estimated that international concessional financing of
the order of $125 billion will be reg;uired annually, a figure that should not be surprisinﬁ
given the scale of the efforts needed. The expenditures for both developing and develope
countries may appear large but they are modest in relation to worldwide military expendi-
tures of some $1 trillion per year and the similarly large amounts of tax concessions and
subsidies through which governments encourage and support policies and activities that
often damage the environment. In view of the magnitude of the external resources needed
for implementation of Agenda 21, the 0.7 per cent ODA /GNP target acquires new rele-
vance. Financing for sustainable development should not be viewed as "foreign aid" in
' traditional terms; it is an essential investment in global environmental security.

It may take time for many developing countries to make the changes in their own
policies and management structures required to utilize new funds effectively in their tran-
sition to sustainable development. It will also take time for the industrialized countries to
establish the revenue sources required to provide such funding. For that purpose, in many
countries the saving ratios have to be increased while pursuing policies of sustained
economic growth.

New and additional financial resources should support the processes of fundamen-
tal change which the transition to sustainable development requires.

At our meeting in Tokyo, we focussed especially on how funding for sustainable
development might be increased to finance implementation of the Agenda 21 action
programme. To that end, we address the following specific recommendations to the
governments of the world:

® At UNCED, traditional donors, as well as other countries in a position to
shoulder a part of the burden, should each enter into a firm and monitorable commitment

with regard to ODA in order to ensure a significant increase of resources for sustainable
development;

o Equally, developing countries should commit to establishing open, participa-
tory and monitorable implementation systems which give confidence that resources from
all sources are well used for the purposes intended;
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° Immediate significant support should be extended to developing countries
for capacity building and technology transfer and for programmes and pmr]]ects ready for
implementation, as a credible commitment to the new partnership. Rio is the place for an
initial commitment by donors to increase funding for this purpose;

® A re-orientation of fiscal and taxation policies could be instrumental for
omoting changes in demand patterns. In developed countries such a re-orientation
could also help to generate the additional resources needed by developing countries, while
in the developing countries it could assist in allocating more resources to sustainable
development. Countries may also wish to consider special taxes and charges in the context
of the global partnership being forged at Rio, keeping in mind the impact on international

competitiveness;

) The funding of sustainable development, including new and additional
resources, should flow primarily through the various existing channels, including those with
ise, experience and efficiency in the development and promotion of accelerated and
sustainable programmes. (For a list of some channels and mechanisms of funding, see

Annex);

a The private sector will have to take on an important role in the creation of
environmentally-sustainable global development. In order to associate fully the private
sector in the implementation of Agenda 21, it would be useful to set up an instrument for
co-ordinating the ﬁaarticipatiﬂn of firms, nnn-%lovernmental organizations and private

rsons into the planning, the financinﬁ and the realization of environmental actions
inked to local development projects. This instrument would be supported by voluntary
contributions from the private sector and, eventually, also from governments. It would
have a leveraging effect on regional development banks and the UNDP.

We call for establishment of a continuing process through which developing coun-
tries can enter into long-term compacts with donors for funding of their external needs for
implementation of Agenda 21 measures under mutually-agreed conditions which ensure
availability of such funds over time and their effective utilization. The World Bank Con-
sultative Groups and UNDP Roundtables should be utilized for the country-level negotia-
tions this would entail.

3 Japan has established a remarkable record in combining substantial improvements
in its domestic environment with unprecedented levels of economic growth. This provides
the basis for Japanese leadership in global environment and develgﬂpment co-operation
commensurate with its growing weight in the world economy. We appeal to Japan, along
with other industrial nations, to assert their leadership at the Earth Summit. We urge
other industrial nations to join with Japan prior to the Rio Conference to indicate with
some specificity their support for global environment and development co-operation.
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Channels and Mechanisms

. A revised and strengthened Global Environment Facility (GEF), to finance
programmes related to global environmental issues such as the ozone layer, climage
change, biodiversity and oceans, as well as other programmes of global significance, in
Agenda 21. The GEF should be fully representative in its decision-making process and
transparent in its operations. In order to reach agreement as quick!g as possible, we
suggest that the finance, economy and planning ministers scheduled to be in Washington
at the end of this month for the meetings of the IMF-IBRD Interim and Development
Committees and of the GEF participants, hold a specific meeting on this issue in order to
evaluate this proposal and to work out its operational guidelines;

- IDA, the most concessional window of the World Bank. A substantial,
environmentally-committed increment, over and above the real volume of IDA-9, would
enable the Bank to integrate and promote programmes in the poorer countries which
support sustainable development objectives elaborated in Agenda 21;

- The regional development banks, to support programmes of regional con-
cern not covered by GEF;

- UNDP, to enable it to take the lead in supporting and improving capacity
building and technology transfer at the national level;

- UNEP, to strengthen its key role as the global environmental agency and
centre of leadership;

- United Nations University and its subsidiary research and training centres to
undertake studies in global environment;

] - Additional funding to UN Specialized Agencies and other UN bodies as-
signed a wide range of tasks under Agenda 21;

- Funding for sustainable development through bilateral channels.
- Unilateral initiatives such as national foundations;
- Measures including tax incentives to encourage indigenous and foreign

private investment and technology co-operation for sustainable development and meas-

ures to improve the co-ordination and mutual support of private investment and public
concessional funds;

- Privately-supported agencies which have close links to non-governmental
ﬁmups of developing countries and which often work most effectively at community and
ousehold levels;

- The use of tradeable permits should continue to be explored as a means of
harnessing market mechanisms to increase efficiency and the pressures to reduce pollu-

tion; they might in addition provide a source of external funding for developing countries'
environmental priorities.
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OPENING REMARKS BY THE HON. NOBORU TAKESHITA
FORMER PRIME MINISTER OF JAPAN
AT THE OPENING CEREMONY, 15 APRIL 1992

It is my great pleasure to greet you at this opening ceremony of the Eminent Per-
sons' Meeting on Financing Global Environment and Development.

First, let me extend my heartfelt welcome to the many eminent political and
economic leaders who have come such a long “1:? to Japan. I would also like to take this
occasion to express my sincere thanks to Mr. Maurice Strong, the Secretary-General of
UNCED, the members of the Secretariat, and the people who have worked so hard for

this meeting.

Protection of the global environment has become the common respﬂnsibiliﬁr of all
mankind. Especially if we are to enter into the 21st century with confidence. Nations
throughout the world have begun to take actions. However, solving global environmental
problems cannot be attained by the efforts of just one nation. International cooperation is

indispensable.

Today, rather than waiting for others to take the initiative, each person on earth
must act individually to do what he can to alleviate environmental degradation. Nonethe-
less, taking such action is never easy. We are required to take the necessary measures
now, while looking toward the future of the earth as a whole. Nations must no longer
think of pursuing policies based solely on their national interests but rather must take
actions based on considerations of the globe as a whole. This kind of approach, of course
requires a change in our conventional framework of thinking,

Among the issues related to global environment, the meeting agenda addresses the
one of financial resources. I hope that we will be able to put forward a prospect on this
Esue balsded on the broad wisdom and experiences of all of you who are eminent leaders of

e world.

I am sure that all of you leaders in managing political and economic affairs, are
well aware that there are many difficulties in globally realizing the concept of "sustainable
development." As far as the issue of finance is concerned, major questions need to be
answered. For instance, what is the best target to finance most effectively? What kind of
mechanism and institutional set-up could most efficiently supply funds? And what is the
fairest way to seek financial sources?

Although the meeting lasts only three days, I sincerely hope that all will fully
engage in frank discussions that reflect the need to preserve the common interests of all
mankind. And I also hope that the meeting will result in a fruitful outcome.

_T'am gratified that this meeting is being held in Japan. This is because the past
experience in Japan of overcoming great environmental challenges gives us the courage to
confront the global problems that face us today.

Firstly, my country was able to overcome the poverty and desolation brought about
by World ar Il by receiving generous assistance given by other countries and interna-
tional institutions, and has achieved today's position in the international community.

Secondly, we have experienced grievous pollution problems in the past, but,
through the concerted efforts of both the public and private sectors, we have overcome
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them without hindering economic growth. This Japanese experience eloquently shows that
it is possible to integrate environmental concerns into economic activities.

Japan in particular, has built industries and attained the present standard of living
by relging largely on the earth’s resources. And, of course, we received enormous assist-
ance from the international community in developing our economy. In order to repay the
benefits we were blessed with in the past, I believe Japan has both the responsibility and
capacity to lay a leading role in constructing a society which can co-exist and co-prosper
with the global environment.

Japan will take the initiative in this cause we are all concerned with. I am personal-
ly determined to take the initiative required.

1| wnpld li'ke to close my remarks by asking all assembled here that we create a
message which will appeal to the world.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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OPENING REMARKS BY MR. MAURICE F. STRONG
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF UNCED
AT THE OPENING CEREMONY, 15 APRIL 1992
(Abstract)

This meeting is an important and encouraging manifestation of Japan's emerging
leadership in confronting the greatest challenge ever to the human community, that of
ensuring the future of our planet as a secure, sustainable and hospitable home for our
species and the other forms of life with which we share the Earth. I extend my most

rofound gratitude to Mr. Takeshita, Mr. Kaifu and Mr. Hiraiwa for their vision and
eadership in hosting this meeting, to Prime Minister Miyazawa for honoring us with his
presence and remarks, and to all the other eminent persons gathered here on this auspi-
cious occasion.

Your participation evidences the deep interest of each of you in the issues to be
addressed by the Earth Summit, the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, which meets in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, just six weeks from now. The re-
markablie combination of experience influence and insights which you bring to our delib-
erations will make a unique contribution to the prospects for the success of the Earth
Summit and, in particular, in resolving one of the most critical issues it faces, that of how
best to finance the measures on which the Conference is expected to agree as embodied in
Agenda 21, the programme of global environment and development action for the period
leading into the 21st century and beyond.

The "Common People's, or Bonjin Conference" reminds us that the voice of the
ople is not always expressed fully or adequately through their governments or leaders,
owever eminent. We must heed their concerns for more transparency, more participa-
tion and accountability in existing institutional structures and processes and a more grass-
roots, bottom-up rather than top-down control of resources.

There are many good reasons why Japanese leadership in respect of the environ-
mm:int and development issues to be addressed by the Earth Summit is both appropriate
and timely.

Japan, thanks largely to its own efforts, has transformed itself from a war-ravaged
developing country to an economic superpower. This extraordinary achievement is univer-
sally acknowledged, widely admired and occasionally envied.

Much less known or appreciated than its economic miracle is Japan's second mira-
cle -- the remarkable progress it has made in the past two decades in cleaning up its
domestic environment. &'ith an astute combination of tough regulations and liberal incen-
tives, Japan has succeeded in reducing domestic air and water pollution levels and achiev-
ing efficiency in energy and raw materials use more than any other country. And it did this
while maintaining the most dynamic economic performance of any industrialized nation.

Japan's experience has demonstrated convincingly that good economic management
and environmental protection Fﬁ together, that economic efficiency is the best route to
environmental sustainability. In the course of this Japanese policy-makers and business
leaders have established a Stm{lﬁ competitive advantage in pollution abatement technolo-

ies and industrial processes. This has been evidenced by the most comprehensive Action

lan to Arrest Global Warming which was implemented by the Japanese Government, and
Keidanren's Global Environment Charter, both of which are based on the premise that the
response to the environmental challenge will produce a new generation of industrial
opportunities.
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I'am also pleased to hear that within the Japanese Government, with the leadership

of Prime Minister Miyazawa, fundamental reforms to restructure the basic environmental
licy framework are now being considered which would provide for the incorporation of
global environmental needs towards the 21st century.

Japan's ascendancy to the status of economic superpower has led to increasing
expectations on the part of the world community that it accept a greater share of the
burden of respunsibllit{ for maintaining world order. It is limited by its own Constitution
and the will of its people in the role it can play in respect of military security. Within these
limitations it is considering a possible role in {l.N. peacekeeping while at the same time
increasing its contribution to humanitarian and development assistance.

No nation has had more experience in the successful integration of the environment
with its economy than Japan. In building on this experience and on the traditional Japa-
nese respect for nature, Japan could lead the world along this new pathway to a secure and
sustainable future.

Industrialized countries must lead the transition to sustainable development by
making the basic changes in their own patterns of production and consumption and life-
styles that will substantially reduce their impacts, direct and indirect, on the Earth's envi-
ronment and leave "space” for the growth of developing countries. At the same time, they
must be prepared to support developing countries in their efforts to re-vitalize their
economies on an environmentally-sound and sustainable basis.

One of the most critical issues the Earth Summit faces in taking the decisions that
will launch us along this new pathway is the question of how to finance actions agreed as
part of A%enda 21. Of course, as the "Bonjin Conference" pointed out, money alone
cannot solve the problems we face. But neither can they be solved without money.

We have estimated the total costs to developing countries of full implementation of
this programme will amount to some $625 billion per year. Most of this, some 80 percent,
must come from developing countries themselves thmu%h re-orientation of their priorities
and redeployment of their own resources. But some $125 billion, $70 billion in excess of
existing flows of Official Development Assistance, must come from industrialized coun-
tries.

While these are necessarily large numbers, they are modest in relation to world-
wide military expenditures of some $1 trillion per year, and the hundreds of billions of
dollars of tax concessions and subsidies that currently serve to encourage environmentally-
unsound and unsustainable activities. And they amount to less than one percent of the
GNP of the OECD countries, a level already achieved by the ODA of countries like the
Netherlands and Norway. There is no suggestion that these levels be achieved immediate-
ly. It will take time for developing countries to make the changes in their own policy and
management structures that will enable them to absorb new funds at this level and will
take time for industrialized countries to establish the revenue sources required to provide
such funding. This clearly cannot be done merely by appeals for more "foreign aid" in
tﬂditional terms, but rather must be seen as an essential investment in global environmen-
tal security.

This Conference will be examining the package of proposals, including the Global
Em'i;'nmnent Faci]it?, which the Earth Summit will be considering as channels for meeting
the financing needs for implementation of Agenda 21. It will also be considering new
sources of funding such as explicit new taxes, tradable emission permits and innovative
Private funding. It will examine the best means of ensuring effective use of resources and
the continuing processes required to give effect to the concept of partnership between
developing and industrialized countries, including the countries in transition in Eastern
and Central Europe and Asia.

New and additional financial resources must not re-inforce the existing develop-
ment model which we know is unsustainable, but must be used to induce and support the

gl'(}ﬂcsses of fundamental change which the transition to sustainable development re-
uires,
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In the final analysis, it comes down to a (1ucstinn of priorities. If we are prepared to
accept that global environmental security, literally "saving the Earth,” must now be accord-
ed high priority. The question becomes not whether to do it, but how best to do it.

These issues which the Earth Summit will be addressing are no passing phenomena,
They signal a fundamental civilization change, one that imposes the greatest challenge
ever to the world community and in particular to industrialized societies. No country can
face this challenge alone, and none should be expected to do so. But no country is in a
better position to take a lead at this crucial turning point in our history than Japan. This
meeting ernvides encouraging evidence that Japanese leaders and the Japanese people are
repared to lead the world in responding to this challenge. The Earth Summit provides a
istoric opportunity to do so and I welcome the prospect of Prime Minister Miyazawa
joining other world leaders in Rio to assert that leadership, together with former Prime
inister Takeshita in his capacity as an Eminent Adviser, and with the strong support of
all sectors of Japanese society. It is an opportunity we cannot afford to miss.
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WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE HON. KIICHI MIYAZAWA
PRIME MINISTER OF JAPAN
AT THE OPENING CEREMONY, 15 APRIL 1992

(Unofficial Translation by the Tokyo Secretariat)

I would like to extend my heartfelt welcome to the participants who traveled long
distances to attend the Eminent Persons' Meeting on Financing Global Environment and
Development. I would also like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the
Secretariat and others concerned whose efforts enabled us to convene this significant
meeting.

Today, preservation of the global environment has become a common task for
mankind. We must recognize that natural resources and environment are finite and real-
ize a "sustainable development" in which environment and development can co-exist.

With high-level economic activity and dynamic economic strength, together with its
sophisticated technology, I believe there is a need for Japan to play an active role vis-a-vis
the preservation of global environment commensurate with its position in the international
community. Based on this standpoint, I myself am trying to cope with the environmental
problem as a priority task of the government policy.

We, mankind, inherited the invaluable global environment from our ancestors. In
the same manner, in order to sustain this beautiful and affluent earth for our descendants,
I believe there are two priority tasks ahead.

First in trying to sustain the environment of respective countries, me must each
make our own efforts positively. Japan suffered from severe pollution during the postwar
high economic growth period, however, since then, both the government and the private
sectors united efforts to cope with the preservation of environment and have made a leap
forward toward realizing energy-conservation and surmounting pollution. Thus we have
been endeavoring to steadily 1mp]eﬁkent the "action program to prevent earth warming"
which aims to stabilize restricted CO“ exhaust so as to cope with new tasks of preventing

earth warming,

Today, the environmental problem has reached a global scale, and new measures
must be sought. We believe that Japan must improve its scientific measurement method
and analysis, achieve positive technology development, in addition to reviewing socio-
economic activity in order to harmonize 1t with global environment. For this goal, based
on such a perception, I have instructed the relevant ministries to consider reviewing the
legal framework which is more suitable to the new global environment age.

Second, the countries of the world must cope concertedly with the preservation of
the global environment. However, different the countries are, there is only one earth and
I believe only international cooperation can accomplish environmental preservation.
Particularly, it is extremely important to harmonize environmental preservation and
development in developing countries where rapid economic development and population
explosion are foreseen for the future. Therefore, cooperation in financial resources,
technology and human resources within the international framework should be sought.

This Eminent Persons' Meeting is held attended by many Earticipants who are
world-class leaders in the political and economic fields from both the industrialized and

d
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developing countries to discuss financial mechanisms indispensable to promote such an
international cooperation.

The recommendation of this Meeting will become a directive which will indicate
how countries should cooperate on global environmental problem, and I am confident that
it will become a significant message to the Earth Summit in June.

Japan, which now holds a major position in the international community, must
make appropriate contributions to the environmental problem. From this standpoint,
Japan will play an aggressive role toward achieving a successful international consensus in
the Earth Summit and at the same time, will make our utmost efforts to implement new
measures afterwards.

I am certain that active debate will produce fruitful results under brilliant leader-

shiphof the Japanese hosts, Mr. Takeshita, Mr. Kaifu and Mr. Hiraiwa. Thank you very
much.
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SPEECH BY THE HON. JIMMY CARTER
FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
AT THE OPENING CEREMONY, 15 APRIL 1992

I make these comments as a former president of a great, rich, industrialized nation
which has derived much of its wealth from tlEe use of its own natural resources, not always
wisely. Also, I come as a leader of a non-governmental organization, the Carter Center,
which for the last ten years has worked almost exclusively in the developing countries of
Asia, Latin America and primarily Africa which are still afflicted with great poverty.

When I left office a little more than ten years ago there was an annual net transfer
of wealth of about 30 billion U.S. dollars from the rich nations to the poor nations. Now
the annual transfer of wealth is more than 35 billion U.S. dollars from the poorest nations
on earth to the richest. So countries already stricken with poverty are being made poorer
because they have to transfer their wealth to pay interest on their heavy debt load. In
some cases the countries whom we criticize fro cutting their trees are using the income
from those trees just to pay rich countries the interest on the debt they owe.

One nation being heavily criticized in my own country is Malaysia which still has
more than 50 percent of its original forests left, whereas in my country we only have about
10 percent of our original forests left, much of those in the southern part of Alaska. The
point is that it is proper for rich countries to condemn the poor countries for the environ-
mental problems that we all face together.

Unfortunately, there is too little cooperation or communication or understanding or
partnership between the industrialized countries and the developing nations on earth.
And also there is very little cooperation even among donor organizations and nations as
we attempt to resolve some of the problems within the poorer nations. Very rarely is there
adequate cooperation among the World Bank, the United Nations Development Program,
the cllntnarna.tin::vrml Monetary Fund, or ODA grants from Japan, the U.S,, or others as we
attempt to help the poor of the earth. We generally go in with different ideas, concepts,
and principles, with very little teamwork.

I think it is accurate to say that most of the world's environmental problems have
been caused by the richest nations: Japan, the United States, Europe, and others. Global
warming is an example. It is one of the key issues that must be addressed at the forthcom-
ing Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in June. Sadly, the U.S. government has been the one
that has done the most to obstruct progress. It is the largest producer of carbon dioxide
but has so far refused to accept any reasonable limits on emissions. My hope is that when
we reach Rio de Janeiro we will not lower the world's standards on environmental quality
simply to accommodate the shortsightedness of a few powerful nations on these key issues.
We cannot afford to lower the goals that we set for ourselves in impruvin% environmental
quality throughout the world. Most American people do not agree with the Bush Adminis-
tration in refusing to be a leader in enhancing environmental quality.

I think it is accurate to say that people in the developing countries are more con-
cerned with finding peace, ending civil wars, alleviating the ravages of starvation, improv-
ing health care and the survival of their children, finding adequate shelter, education, and
employment than they are in dealing strictly with environmental issues. But these are
inseparable. In most nations today, there is no way to improve the quality of life and
develop economically without restoring the natural environment. When all the trees are
cut, when the topsoil is washed away and fills the streams with sediment and you can no
lGIfl er grow crops or harvest fish for food or have wood with which to cook meals, people
suffer,
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So we need to find a way at the Rio Earth Summit for a partnership to be formed
between the rich and poor nations and also among those of us who are wealthy. If we do
so, we can make progress finally in such things as debt relief, better trade policies so that
we can have a firmer market, and more products sold by the developing world.

Such cooperation may also help us forge a global commitment to reduce the ex-
traordinary amount of money that the world still spends for the purchase of destructive
weall.':ons. As recently as last year, the world spent almost a thousand billion dollars just
for the purchase of weapons. If we can have better harmony among nations on earth, then
collectively we can reduce the amount of money spent on war and on preparations for war
and devote at least a portion of these saved funds to a better quality o? life for everyone.

The key question is how to have adequate financial resources to bn'nﬁ about an
implementation of agreements that will be reached at Rio. In my opinion, there will not
be very much additional money forthcoming unless we can assure one another that what-
ever money we have will be well spent, more effectively used to meet environmental goals.

The developed countries must be willing to commit themselves to providing ade-
uate financial resources for reaching these environmental goals. At the same time, the
eveloping countries must be willing to combine strong environmental commitments with

increased economic development. They must also assure better cooperation among their
different agencies within countries and make sure that they carry out the commitments
that have been made. Too often in the past, through ﬁrants or loans ostensibly designed to
help poor countries with environmental problems, rich countries have been ill-advised and
their allotment of funds has been counter to and has even hampered environmental
progress.

The Carter Center has a program called Global 2000 where we go into a country
and negotiate a contract with the president of that nation or the prime minister or cabinet,
for instance to produce more food grain.

For instance, in Ghana we do this. We have several tens of thousands of farmers in
our program with only two or three employees from our side. The Ghanaian government
furnishes maybe two hundred agricultural workers, and we've been able to raise the
production of food grains three or four times over what they did in the past. But thisis a

artnership of equality. It is not a superior donor telling ignorant people how to run their
ives. It's a symbol of sharing, of partnership.

Our aim is to eliminate the old slash and burn technique where the farmers went in
and cut all the trees and burned all the bushes, planting corn irregularly with a sharpened
stick. Then the fertility declined and the soil washed away by the next season so they had
to go to cut more forest. Now they can continue to cultivate the same field because they
learn to plant their corn in rows on a contour to prevent erosion and to use enough ferti-
lizer to maintain the productivity of the land. This is a sharing kind of a program that can
be a model for the future. It is significant that the amount of money contributed by the
donors might be quite small compared to the enormous amount of personnel and finances
that are contributed by the country that is in need.

Let me get down to specific things about how we can bring about in the future a
better means of funding both environmental projects and environmentally sustainable
development. The new organization known as the Global Environmental Facility (GEF)
is intended to fund projects with ﬁl_ojzgl benefits. The GEF was created two years ago and
is jnintlrv managed by the World Bank, UNDP and UNEP. Though it's only about two

ears old, it has already funded several %ood projects. But the way the GEF under the
orld Bank is governed is not acceptable to the developing countries because it is still too
much controlled by industrialized donor leaders. Also, the deliberations carried out under
the policies of the World Bank are in secret. People in the countries to be helped, non-
governmental organizations, and the general public have no way to know the reasons for
decisions made or the factors that have been considered.
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There needs to be a change in the basic arrangement for the Global Environmental
Facility (GEF) so that there can be an apprnximategv equal number of rich nations and
developing nations represented on the board. In order to prevent abuse, it might be re-
quired that two-thirds of the members have to vote in favor of a project before it is ap-
proved. Additionally, all of the project materials should be made public so that secrecy
will not protect an improper or ill-advised decision. Without more democratic and open
procedures, the GEF can never become a fully effective vehicle for sustainable develop-
ment nor for implementing the complex treaties to be signed in Rio.

If these kinds of reforms can be made, the GEF could become the vehicle through
which funds are expended much more wisely than in the past -- acceptable both to the
donor nations and to the developing countries that are in need of improving their lives.

Also, we need to create a separate so-called "green fund" that would provide an
additional and more flexible approach to funding environmental issues and development.
One form that has promise is to have an independent foundation established with volun-
tary public and private funds so that the income from an endowment would be available to
carry out projects that are needed by developing countries. This foundation approach
might be one that would appeal not only to governments but also to industrial leaders and
major corporations who want to help solve environmental problems and also get credit
with the public for their interest in the environment. Such a fund would also provide a
degree of flexibility and responsiveness from NGO's that would not be possible under even
a reformed GEF. :

It is important that any additional funds be tied specifically to agreements and
commitments made in Rio de Janeiro at the Earth Summit in June. Sﬂscifically, Agenda
21 and the Earth Charter will represent the consensus reached by all the nations present
as to the principles that must be followed to deal with the troubling environmental issues
that we now face.

My hope is that President Bush and the U.S. Administration will set the reasonable
goal of reducing emissions of carbon dioxide which is the largest cause of global warming,
joining other industrial countries that have already set CO“ limits. The biggest losers from
a rapidly changing climate will not be the countries of Europe, the United States, or Japan,
which can afford to invest in protective measures. But countries like Bangladesh and
Southern African nations that are already suffering serious droughts this year could have
their lives devastated by more frequent droughts, the drying up of streams, uncontrolled
flooding, the loss of forests, and a general deterioration of the quality of life.

Finally, I want to point out that we are all in the same boat together. The chal-
lenges are Freat, but they are not insurmountable. With the ]:lmper attitude and generosity
and careful management of existing financial resources, which will always be limited, we
can have a better world in the future for citizens of rich nations like Japan and the United
States, and also for the citizens of other nations on earth who in the past have been de-
prived of the blessings which we often take for granted: a life of peace, a life with ade-
quate food, a life where children survive, where population growth is arrested, where
adequate housing exists, the land is productive and the streams are clear, and the air is fit
to breathe. That's what we want. We're all on the same earth together. My hope is that
the Earth Summit will mark a turning point and that from June forward we can work as
partners in forging sustainable future for our children.
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GREETING BY FORMER PRIME MINISTER TOSHIKI KAIFU

At the reception hosted by Mr. Maurice Strong on April 15, 1992

Since I have been designated to speak, I would just like to express my sincere
appreciation to Mr. Maurice Strong.

I have been invited to participate in this meeting as one of the hosts. My predeces-
sor, Mr. Takeshita, told me many times that a "host" is to assist the meeting and not to
speak. I have thus been attending the meeting from this morning with the intention of
assisting the meeting,.

I was pleased to see here so many of the Diet members who are concerned with
environmental problems. As I look at their faces, I recall the various questions on the
environmental i1ssue posed to me from several angles in the Diet when I was in office. I
discovered that the participants to this meeting from the world over made very similar
comments from comparable angles. I thus renewed my recognition of the crucial impor-
tance of the environmental problems as well as the need to cope with these problems
consistently for human livelihood transcending such issues as the East-West problems or
North-South problems.

We have just finished today our discussion in Session I which is on developing
country needs and absorbtive capacities. We have two more days to go, and the world is
watching the outcome of the discussions over the next two days.

Let me express my strong expectation and hope that the knowledgeable and posi-
tive attitude of the participants will make this meeting successful and that it will prove to
be a major step forward to the success of the UNCED Rio Conference. Thank you very
much for your attention.
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LUNCHEON SPEECH BY PROF. TAKESHI UMEHARA
DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH CENTER
FOR JAPANESE STUDIES

April 16, 1992

Let me express my deep appreciation to former Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita
and others concerned who gave me this opportunity to deliver a small lecture in this con-
ference in which wisemen (eminent persons) of the world discuss the global environmen-
tal problems.

I am a philosopher by profession, but I have in the last two decades been research-
ing the ancient civilization of Japan, and have written several books. I thus feel a bit out
of place to talk about the very severe problem of the contemporary world, which is the
global environmental issue. Nevertheless, if it has been the duty of philosophers to
contemplate on the remote past of mankind, to conceive the distant future of mankind and
to give strong warnings to the contemporary world, I, too, have a few points to say about
the global environmental problem.

I would like to make a few remarks at the outset of my speech. That is, while
Americans always start a speech with a joke, Japanese always start it with excuses. What
impresses me deeply in American academic meetings is the eloquency of the jokes most
participants make. Americans say that a lecturer's speech is uninteresting, if there is no
clever jokes. Japanese are extremely inept with jokes and we have no such custom. So, a
Japanese always begins his sEeech with lengthy excuses: how unworthy he is and how
unqualified he is to talk in such a prestigious meeting but that since he was asked to speak,
he could not abstain from insulting the ear of the audience, etc., etc.

Cultural friction exists between Japan and the Untied States. I believe such a style
of starting the speech maybe a cause of the cultural friction. When Americans listen to
such Japanese speeches, they must feel that the Japanese are hypocrites and thus liars.
And the Js::IJanese, in listening to American speeches, might think of the Americans as not
serious and thus lazy. I feel that if the Japanese learn from the Americans about how to
make jokes and if the Americans learn from the Japanese about how to be modest, the
bilateral relations might improve.

Since I do not have the modesty of the ordinary Japanese, I can neither begin my
speech with an excuse nor can I start it with a clever joke. I therefore would like to begin
my speech with a dictum of a 13th century monk, Shinran, who founded the largest Bud-
dhist sect in Japan, Jodo Shinshu (pure land sect). It is "Even a good person passes away,
let alone a bad person." During Shinran's time, this Buddhist sect which advocated that as
long as one repeated an invocation "nan-mu amidabutsu" (let nothingness lead to Bud-
dha), one would go to a paradise. Shinran was a preacher of this sect. I believe he
preached this invocation, elievin% that a good person or a wise man would not be reli-
gious because of his confidence in his own goodness and wisdom, but instead, an immoral
one or a fool would become more reli%ioui I mention this anecdote, because I think the
first one who warned about the global environment crisis was neither a wise man nor a
good person but he was a fool and a bad man.

Let me draw an example in Japan. In 1906, old Shinto shrines were abolished by an
ordinance. Woods in shrines were cut and many plants, insects, birds and animals became
extinct. Kumagusu Minakata, the sole challenger to the ordinance who single-handedly
fought with the ordinance like a Don Quixote, was jailed and became a 1au%l}lmg stock as a
foolish and queer scholar by people of those days. And there was Kenji Miyazawa. He
was probably the only Japanese writer who understood the expressions of trees, flowers
and insects, and produced outstanding poems and fairy tales. He was totally unknown
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during his lifetime. He called himself a "good for nothing" and wrote self—deprecating
poems. In both cases, the ones who warned the destruction of the global environment
were "foolish and bad" people. The "wise and good" people stubbornly believed in science
and technology, believed in the progress of history and had no patience to listen to the
warnings of these "foolish and bad" people. However, the warnings that these "foolish and
bad" people voiced decades ago have at last rung bell to the ear of wise men.

So, today, in this meeting where the world's wise men have gathered here to discuss
the global environmental problems. I would like to present the folﬁ}win expression to the
wise men who gathered here as a metaphor of Shinran's dictum: "Even the wise men know
the crisis of the global environment, let alone the
fool" in order to convey to you a worry of a fool.

The global environmental crises are vocally pointed out. Problems are countless;
the acid rain, the destruction of the ozone layers, the "greenhouse" effects on earth, the
dying forests, the desertification of earth, the ocean pollution. Any one of these phenom-
ena will make the human survival on this earth impossible in the long-term perspective.
Moreover, even though just one of these makes survival impossible, these are taking place
compoundly. And if there are many factors that could destroy the environment tl%at are
unknown to mankind, the difficulty of global environmental preservation is so enormous
that we will have to cope with them, transcending the interest of individual countries or
even of individual people. Nevertheless, even though mankind is aware of the importance
of this problem, most believe that the problems will not threaten their survival in their own
lifetime. Thus, while they rhetorically argue for the importance of the global environmen-
tal preservation, the situation appears that no decisively effective policy against environ-
mental destructions is being taken.

Looking at such a pathetic situation of mankind, I cannot help but recall the analo-
E}' of an important Buddhist canon. A house is on fire but children are Flaying inside the

ouse. A Bodhi-sattavha, who always worries about saving humans, is furiously thinking
about how to rescue these pla{ful children out of the fire.

I believe that this analogy best describes earth and people living on it. But when
did such environmental destructions begin? Is it something that began with the industrial
society that developed rapidly after world War II? Surely, it has been the post-war, or the
last dozens of years, that one began to talk vocally about the environmental destructions.
But I do not think that environmental destructions occurred as a result of high economic
growth seen among the industrialized countries. Then, did it begin with the industrial
revolution? It is true that environmental destructions have worsened since the industrial
revolution. But when I think of this problem, it is insufficient to consider that the problem
of environmental destructions only began with the industrial revolution. Such an assump-
tion does not lead to a sufficient solution of the problem.

Then, when should we think that environmental destructions began? Environmen-
tal destructions can be said to have started with the history of mankind. But I believe that
the problem started with history of mankind. I believe it actually started with the emer-
gence of the civilization based on cultivation and livestock agriculture, or rather the urban
ci\;ilizatiun that was built upon the wealth accumulated by cultivation and livestock agri-
culture.

Who built the urban civilization? It is said that the Sumer King, Gilgamesh, was
the first one to build the first city state in Mesopotamia. An epic about Gilgamesh, who
built the first urban civilization, is still preserved in pieces. According to the egic, the first
thing Ghilgamesh who built an urban civilization was the massacre of the forest God,
Humbaba. This has a truly symbolic meaning. The murder of the forest God meant the
ac%u.isition of freedom by man through destroying forests. Probably, there was a mountain

od in mountains, a river god in rivers, a forest god in forests. And the forest god must

ave punished men who destroyed forests by indiscriminately cutting off trees and woods.
However, the creator of the first urban civilization Gilgamesh liberated men from such a
taboo. And the murdering of this forest God gave man the freedom of destroying forests
and massive forests must have disappeared. It was because the newly invented production
method by cultivation and livestock agriculture would demand an infinite expansion of
cultivatable land and grassland.
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Destruction of forests not only means the expansion of cultivatable land and
land but also the availability of lumber for construction of palaces and shrines. Moreover,
casting of metals that was later discovered by mankind recﬁlired massive amounts of
woods. The destruction of forests had an effect of killing two birds with one stone; name-
ly, the expansion of cultivatable and grassland and the multiple utilization of woods,

So, mankind has built civilization. When one travels the regions with four earliest
civilizations of the world -- the Mesopotamia around the Tigris and Euphrates, Egypt
around the Nile, west India around the Indus and northwest China around the Yellow
River -- one rarely sees a forest in ant; of these regions. But when these civilizations were
at their peak, there must have been abundant green forests. Today, unfortunately, there is
no forest but a tragically strong wish for live trees.

Last year, I traveled Greece and Turkey for about half a month. It was my first visit
to these places in search for the remnants of the Greek civilization. The trip was like a
sentimental trip of the dreams of my youth. I was deeply touched to see Micene and Troy
which appear in "Tliad" of Homer, the Thebes mentioned in the "Oedipus" of Sophocles, or
Agora wlgich Socrates is said to have wondered or the prison he is said to have been con-
fined in. It was a splendid impression, but what astonished me was the desolate nature of
Greece. There was no tree in mountains, no water in rivers and not much fish in the sea,
perhaps because of the absence of forests. It is said that Greece was blessed with abun-
dant forests during the peak of Greek Civilization.

A friend of mine, who is a pollen scholar, took soil of Greece and analyzed the
pollen contained in the soil. He discovered that the disappearance of forests in Greece
coincided with the peak era of the Greek civilization. The forests in Micene disappeared
at the time of the Trojan War told by Homer, and the forests in Athens disappeared at the
time Athens reached the highest of its splendid arts that were eternally left to the posteri-

I also visited the remnants of the Minoan civilization in Crete. The Minoan civili-
zation was earlier than the civilizations in Greece, but a beautiful picture was Frcserved on
a wall of a palace of a Minoan king. The fresco made me recall the picture of the Yamato

riod (around the 4th century AD). Many birds are flying in the sky, many flowers are
lossoming on the ground and many fish are swimming in rivers and the sea. Crete of the
time must have had rich nature as depicted in this picture. In this wall, there was also a
ﬂicture resembling abstract arts. It is a series of gigantic volitions, and there were rosette
owers in between these volitions. According to an explanation, the solutions express the
logic of recycling and the rosettes the spirit of the dead. It shows a belief that all nature
recycles and human beings, like the nature, would cycle and recycle between this world
and the other world.

I believe that this pattern of the volition series indicates a certain ideology that
mankind had possessed before the invention of the cultivation and livestock a riculture. It
is a philosophy that all living beings have spirits and that these sEirits would continue to
recycle between life and death permanently. It seems to me that t is fresco in the Minoan
palace tells the oldest philosophy of mankind, that of co-habitation and recycling. But by
the time the Cretan civilization reached its peak, such a recycling must have become
impossible. The demand for perpetual expansion in cultivatable and grassland accompa-
nying the population growth, the need for large trees to construct palaces, the building of
large ships for trade or wars, the smelting of minerals all stood on the sacrifice in the form
of disappearing forests. The pillars of this palace of a Minoan king are still wood. But
later, pillars changed into stones. The round stone pillars with entasis must have imitated
wooden pillars. Japan's oldest wooden building, the Horyuji Temple, has wooden entasis
pillars. These are imitation of the stone pillars with entasis that originated in ancient
Greece. The wooden pillars with entasis in Japan can thus be traced back to stone pillars
of Greece that original?y imitated the wooden entasis pillars.

As we look at history from this angle, civilizations were born where there were
forests. Civilizations traveled from the south to the north in later times. It might be that
the northern part of the world -- in northern Europe, north America and East Asia includ-
ing Japan -- there were still forests.

e
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And in recent centuries, Europe created a totally new civilization. It is a scientific
and technological civilization and an industrial civilization using these science and tech-
nology for production. This civilization has a natural science, which is an academic system
that very accurately and in detail recognizes the nature, in which man possesses the tech-
nology to dominate the nature with this science. With this science and technology, man-
kindggnminates the nature and produced rich materials that the people of the ancient
times could not even dream of. 'l%is revolution could be comparable to the creation of the
urban civilization mankind made through the invention of cultivation and livestock agricul-
ture, or even greater.

Who were the wise men who led this second revolution? It was not any individual
like Gilgamesh. Several philosophers gave a logical foundation to such a revolution,
including Descartes or Francis Bacon. According to the philosophy that was born in the
western world in recent centuries, man precisely is positioned in the center of the world.
In this central seat, where God used to sit, man is arrogantly to sit.

Descartes expressed this arrogant demand of man as "cogito ergo sum (I think there-
fore I am)." In this thinking, the most valuable being is the thinking man. In front of this
man is the nature as material. By objectively knowing the rule of the nature, man can
easily turn the nature into his slave and therefore man can control the nature to secure
magnificent wealth. It is true that with such philosophy, the modern world has developed
and mankind obtained the wealth that had been inconceivable earlier. However, the
moment man thought he secured such wealth, the nature retaliated. The nature essential-
ly is not a slave. It is the mother and father of mankind. But the modern man misunder-
stood the nature, which originally created him, as his slave.

This is the second environmental destruction by the industrial civilization. This
second destruction of the environment is far more serious than the first destruction of the
environment. The destruction of the nature that is done under the name of controlling the
nature is massive in magnitude, because modern man possesses a colossal power of science
and technology. The destructive power is so huge that it could fundamentally destroy the
natural order of earth as a whole. A civilization prospered near forests and traveled after
destroying the nearby forests. However, destruction of forests is no longer confined to the
cites where civilizations are blossoming but permeates throughout the world. The travel-
ing of civilization in search of forests must now end inevitably.

I feel that we are at the historical end of this process. And the ones who feel the
end of history with their own skin are not the wise men who have propelled the modern
civilization but the fools that have been left out by the civilization. The fools now feel as
though their houses are on fire as in the analogy of the Buddhist canon. What must they
do to get out of this fire? The only way is to change the principles of the civilization
themselves. We will have to trace back to the cause of the first destruction of the envi-
ronment, going beyond the second environmental destruction and cut-off the causes from
their own bases. It requires not only the changes in idenlogiy but also changes in lifestyles.

Changing lifestyles is too important an issue that I would rather avoid discussing
here. But on the question of ideology, it is necessary to clearly confirm that we can con-
tinue to survive only in co-habitation with all living beings in the nature, under the recogni-
tion that the nature is the father and mother of mankind. This requires an objective criti-
cism of the thinkings of Gilgamesh, or Descartes or Bacon. I do not think that man pos-
sesses a sgecial privilege of controlling the nature that was given by God. I believe that we
must make the co-habitation with the nature as the fundamental principle of mankind.
And instead of placing the absolute weight on mankind, what is required is a perspective
that one's lifetime is but a moment of transitional point between ancestors of the ancient
past an‘{%’gﬂsterities of the distant future.

e contemporary view of man is to make individuals absolute and also the present
moment absolute. This is a very dangerous thought for the survival of mankind. Viewed
within the long passaﬁe of time, man’s life is a mere momentous form that continues the
infinite recycling. This kind of view on life might be underlined l:?r the contemporary
sqie?ce on genes. Genes are immortal and continue the recycling of life and death infi-
nitely.
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Japan modernized after the Meiji restoration by adopting the Western modern
civilization. This modernization of Japan was unprecedentedly successful and Japan
became the world's leading economic power. But this economic power has no ideal or
Ehilnsophy to speak of. All of the countries that have led the modern world -- be if the

uropean countries, or the United States and the Soviet Union that led the world after
World War II -- had great ideals, whether right or wrong. But in comparison, Japan
appears to have no ideal whatsoever. Since I am neither a wise man nor a leader of the
nation, I have neither the will nor the ability to give an ideal to Japan. However, I do
believe that Japan has in its own civilization a set of principles or a philosophy that can
contribute to a grand ideal of mankind in fighting for the global environmental preserva-
tion.

Today, Japan is a modern state with a highly developed scientific and technological
civilization. About two-thirds of Japan's national space is forests, of which about 40
percent is of natural woods. Why is it that so much forests were E&e}g&wed in Japan? It
might be related that agriculture was introduced into Japan only years ago, which is
relatively late compared with other advanced civilizations of the world, and that the agri-
culture introduced into Japan was rice cultivation and not livestock agriculture. Rice
cultivation much more water and requires rivers. And rivers require forests. Therefore,
in Japan, God of rice cultivation co-existed with God of forest.

Major religions of Japan are Shinto and Buddhism. Of course, we have Christians
and Islam. But many Japanese are both Shintoists and Buddhists. But neither Shinto nor
Buddhism has a strong set of doctrines. Shinto originally was a religion to worship nature.
It was gmbably similar to the nature-worshiping religions of ancient Europe or Asia that
revered spirits. It was worshiping of natural phenomena or of trees or of animals. The
Japanese changed such nature worship into the national religion with a completely
changed substance. But virtually nobody recognized the change. I do not believe that
Shintoism is an exclusive and ultra-nationalistic religion, but the one worshiping the nature
tl}:}t mankind had long believed in before agriculture and livestock were invented outside
of Japan.

i And when Buddhism came into Japan during the middle of the 6th century, it was
accepted by the leading Japanese, including by Prince Shotoku. The basic principle of the
Japanese Buddhism is "mountains, rivers, grass, trees all become a Buddha." This is slight-
ly different from the teaching of the Great Buddha. The Buddhism g;reached by the Great

uddha is concerned with rescuing of man. But the Japanese Buddhism teaches the
oneness of man and nature and preaches strongly rescuing of not only man but also the
‘nature. The Japanese Buddhism has a strong color of the principle of co-habitation and
recyclh}lghthat I talked about earlier.
is concept of the principle of co-habitation and recycling is seen in Japanese arts,
too. For instance, in haiku (17-syllable poems), in no plays, in Japanese gardens, or in any
Japanese arts, the principle of co-habitation and recycling is observed. I would like to take
each of these art forms up but the time constraint forces me to skip it.

Japan has, in its own culture and tradition, the principle based on which we can
more than fully speak up on the urgent issues confronting mankind of today and tomorrow,
which is to preserve the global environment. Moreover, Japan invented rather effective
technology to cope with the environmental destructions that took place as a result of the
high economic growth era without ever eroding productivity.

Considering such traditions and records, it is so difficult for such a fool like me to
understand why Japan does not take an initiative on the campaign to preserve the global
environment. By doing so, Japan can get rid of its negative reputation in the world that it
pursues only things with economic values. It is difficult for me to understand why Japan
does not make it a national mission to inform the world that the country has the principle
within its own civilization to solve the most urgent and difficult problems of the mankind
andbihat Japan is very effectively utilizing its economic strength for the solution of the
problems.

Lastly, I would like to speak to the wise men of the world. We have created the
civilization with the wisdom of Gilgamesh, Bacon or Descartes. But this wisdom has invit-
ed the global environmental destruction, which is beginning to threaten the very survival of
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mankind. It is necessary to make a thorough re-examination on the wisdom with such a
long tradition, if we are to save earth from this crisis.

Levy-Strauss became the founder of the structuralism, by discovering the same
structures in the Indian civilization of South America and the E{lrﬂpean civilization, [
evaluate him very highly as an outstanding philosopher who was able to make the modern
civilization relative. I gelieve: that we r'u\‘a-.aciJ to go a step further and learn from the deep,
hidden wisdom of tribes who has long been looked down contemptuously as underde-
veloped or primitive. The wisdom of these people has the deep understanding of how man
can respect the nature and co-exist with it.

hese people must be "fools" from the perspective of those who pursued the
contemporary civilization. I believe that the fools have nothing but despair about the
future of mankind. I believe that these despairs are far more appropriate than the opti-
mism of wise men as the projection of times. The shortcoming of wise men is their inabili-
ty to fe?l with their own body the real crisis facing mankind that the fools are acutely
aware of.

I do not know much about the Environmental Conference to be held in Brazil. The
fools worry that this conference will not become a step forward to change the human civi-
lization but rather will only present very loose and merely verbal commitments.

I do hope very much that the Rio Conference will truly become the first step for-
ward to resurrect the human civilization and that Japan will play a positive role with the
recognition of the principle of its own tradition and civilization.
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CLOSING STATEMENT BY MR. TAKESHITA, HONORARY CHAIRMAN

17 APRIL 1992

Before ending my role as the host of the Eminent Persons' Meeting on Financing
the Global Environment and Development, I would like to make a few remarks.

At the request of Mr. Maurice Strong, the Secretary-General of UNCED, I have
hosted this meeting with former Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu and Chairman Gaishi
Hiraiwa of Keidanren.

First, I would like to express my deep appreciation to all concerned to all who made
this meeting a success. In particular, it is my great pleasure as a host that the outcome of
the meeting has been summarized, and now made public in the form of the Tokyo Decla-
ration. I am dee]illy grateful to the positive contribution and cooperation of each of the
Eminent Persons here.

It is my earnest hope that the governments and organizations of the world will
seriously consider the results of this Eminent Persons' Meeting so that the Earth Summit
in June can reach a fruitful consensus.

Seeking solutions to the global environment is a completely new task. It is some-
thing we have never experienced. Therefore, the most important point in tackling this
issue is to cope with the task with a completely new perspective under the support and
participation of the public at large.

I am determined to assume a role, as a politician.

Japan has a long tradition of respect for nature and the harmonious relationship
between humankind and his natural environment. And comprehensively utilizing the post-
war exlperienccs and present economic strength as well as scientific and technological
capability, I am convinced that Japan can play an proactive role only she can play toward
the solution of the global environmental problem.

I believe that its the mission of Japan to fully cooperate on reducing the burden the
developing countries give on the global environment by eradicating their poverty, along
with changing its own society into a environmental preservation oriented one. Demon-
strating a leadership to solve the global environmental problem must be the pillar of
Japan's role in the international community.

In the Eminent Person's meeting, it was recognized that funds required for solving
the global environmental problem must be an additional fund to the conventional assist-
ance. Based on such a result, I am determined to exert my utmost efforts to seek the
understanding of the Japanese public and to cope with this task nationally.

I would like to begin my role by assisting to recreate the legal system to strengthen
the environmental administration of Japan, asgPrime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa stated in
his greeting at the Opening Session.

. With the expression of my personal determination, I would like to close this meet-
ing.

Let me thank all of the participants and those behind the scene to make this meet-
ing a success, once again.
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COMMENTS BY MR.TAKESHITA, HONORARY CHAIRMAN,
AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE, 17 APRIL 1992

Diverse financial needs exist in the world today, among which the most pressing
issue is how to secure the funds needed to protect the global environment. The Eminent
Persons' Meeting on Financing Global Environment and Development that occurred here
over the past three days was an unofficial and informal meeting. However, there have
been expectations that we come up with useful recommendations to the Rio Conference
on financing global environmental tasks. All of the eminent persons participating in this
meeting presented valuable insights.

I will ask Mr. Strong to explain the gist of the recommendations to you. On my

gart, I expressed the determination of Japan to play a positive international role in this

eld. I also expressed that Japan's contribution will not be confined to financial coopera-

tion, and that we will spare no efforts to extend positive cooperation in the realm of

human resource and technological cooperation. My stance was very well received by the
other participants.

Hosting this meeting here in Ja‘pan renewed the public awareness of environmen-
tal problems. On this occasion, I would like to propose that, just as we showed the cour-
age to confront the industrial pollution we faced 21 years ago by establishing the Environ-
ment Agencg, we have a total review of our environmental policy and administration and
strengthen them in order to take initiatives in building a socnetly that is oriented to preserv-
ing the environment, and thus play a progressive role in tackling with the global environ-
mental problem.

Furthermore, it is important for us to show to the world a substantive initiative of
both the public and private sectors in Japan to preserve and create greenery across the
entire globe as a common objective of mankind, in addition to the fight humanity has
already started against hunger and poverty. Toward that goal, I am considering to aggres-
sively promote the idea that Japan create a national fund for the environment.

- 71 -
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GREETING BY MR. GAISHI HIRAIWA,
PRESIDENT OF KEIDANREN

At the farewell reception on April 17, 1992

The Eminent Persons' Meeting for Financing Global Environment and Develop-
ment, which met for three days starting from the fifteenth of April, concluded successfully
today, producing useful discussions and results which are summarized in the Tokyo Decla-
ration.

As a host of this conference, I am most gratified and certainly feel most honored as
well to welcome the leaders from all over the world who have rich experiences and who
are highly revered. We have been able to hear many valuable remarks concerning the
financing issue, the most important subject in the area of global environmental problem.

I should like to take this opportunity to express my sincere respect and tribute to all
the eminent world leaders who participated in this meeting, Mr. Maurice Strong, the
Secretary General of the UNCED, and all the other members of the Earth Summit secre-
tariat, as well as all those concerned in preparing for the conference, and notably, the
interpreters.

I believe that all mankind must be forthcoming, if we are to solve the global envi-
ronmental problems. At the same time, however, we must come up with measures that
can obtain international agreement. We must also base ourselves on the fundamental
logic that we properly manage the global resources whilst bearing this firmly in mind and
carrying out the sustainable development. In doing so, I believe it is necessary for us to
engage in exchange of views concerning the feasible measures that can meet with the
actual state in different countries and take these measures comprehensibly.

In this context, I am convinced that the important results of the Eminent Persons'
Meeting provide a very meaningful and realistic guidance to the global approach that we
shall be taking at the Earth Summit in June and thereafter.

In concluding, I should like to pray for the good health and prosperity of all of you
and I also pray for the brilliant future of this indispensable earth.
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LUNCHEON SPEECH BY PROF. TAKESHI
UMEHARA, DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE
INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH CENTER FOR
JAPANESE STUDIES, 16 APRIL 1992
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This meeting was co—sponsored by

Japan Trust for Global Environment, The Sasakawa Peace Foundation,
Aeon Group Environment Foundation

The Tokyo Bankers Association, INC., Regional Banks Association of Japan,
Trust Companies Association of Japan, The Life Insurance Association of Japan,
The Marine & Fire Insurance Association of Japan, INC.,

Japan Securities Dealers Association, The Second Association of Regional Banks,
Japan Foreign Trade Council, Japan Department Store Association,

Japan Chain Store Association, Japan Iron and Steel Federation,

The Japanese Electric Wire & Cable Makers' Association,

Federation of Electric Power Companies, Japan Gas Association,

Petroleum Association of Japan, Japan Electrical Manufacturers’ Association,
Electronic Industries Association of Japan, Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association,
The Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufactures' Associations of Japan,

Japan Cement Association, Japan Paper Association, Japan Beer Association,
Japan Federation of Construction Contractors,

The Real Estate Companies Association in Japan,

Japan Non-Government Railways' Association

IBM Japan, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Canon, INC.,
Ricoh Co., Sumitomo Chemical Co., Mitsubishi Kasei Corporation,

Mitsui Toatsu Chemicals, INC., Kao Corporation, Shiseido Co.,

Mitsubishi Petrochemical Co., Sekisui Chemical Co., Shin—Etsu Chemical Co.,
Bridgestone Corporation, Ajinomoto Co., Suntory, Yakult Honsha Co.,

Itoham Foods INC., Yamazaki Baking Co., Kandenko Co., Dainippon Printing Co.,
Toppan Printing Co., Japan Airlines Co., Nippon Express Co.,

Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corporation, Japan Tobacco INC.,

Kokusai Denshin Denwa Co., Asahi Glass Co.,
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