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Southern Sea Otters

Usually found in or around kelp forests, sea otters dine
on invertebrates such as crabs and octopuses, often
using small rocks to crack open hard-shelled prey.
Lacking blubber, they burn caleries quickly and must
eat up to 25 percent of their body weight a day. To
keep their thick fur waterproof, they spend hours
grooming. Hunted to near-extinction for their lush
peltsin the 1700s and 1800s, the sea otter population
has grown slowly over the years and is still threatened
by oil spills, pollution and disease.
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