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WORDS

U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT 

Numerous positive statements to support 
and advance 

But focused on Asia and Pacific
Japan, The Quad (U.S., India, Japan, and Australia)

Philippines, South Korea, ASEAN 

Palau, Federated States of Micronesia, Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
India, Vietnam, New Zealand, Singapore

ACTIONS



U.S. DEVELOPMENT FINANCE CORPORATION
Established by the 2018 BUILD Act (formed Dec. 2019)

Merged the Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC), the USAID Development 
Credit Authority, and other, smaller offices and funds

Provides loans, loan guarantees, equity, and insurance for private-sector led 
development projects

Aimed to counter China's influence

June 2021: DFC announces it will efforts for a new global infrastructure 
initiative to narrow the infrastructure gap in the developing world -- the 
Build Back Better World (B3W) strategic partnership.

Healthcare

Financial inclusion

Food Security and Agriculture

Technology and Infrastructure

Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH)

Focus on private sector

Provide $25b in federal funds 
to mobilize $50b in private 
sector capital $75b

No real focus on transportation 
infrastructure
Some interest in the previous 
administration.

Sustainable Urban Transport and 
Infrastructure

Of $4.4b invested in Africa, $40m has 
been invested in Transportation (1%)

U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

Africa-wide priorities

Boost agricultural productivity through the Feed the Future Initiative

Strengthen health systems

Support democracy, human rights, and good governance

Increase resilience to climate change

Lead quick responses to humanitarian crises

East Africa priorities

Promoting regional trade

by improving the efficiency and transparency of cross-border transactions, harmonizing safety and quality standards and reducing the time and 
cost of doing business in the region.

Enhancing food security and resilience

Bringing power to Africa

Improving health

Reducing conflict and supporting peace

Conserving and protecting natural resources

Providing humanitarian assistance

Creating opportunities for young African leaders

Country-specific priorities

East Africa Energy Program

Power Africa Off Grid

Kenya Investment Mechanism 

Investment into Natural Capital

Many WASH projects

Transportation infrastructure 
notably absent

REFLECTIONS 1/3

In short, the United States 

(1) does not talk about the Free and Open Indo-Pacific Initiative in East 

Africa 

(2) invests in East Africa, but nothing meaningful on transportation 

infrastructure

REFLECTIONS 2/3 A PARADOX

Apparent U.S. desire to compete with China for development 

dominance in infrastructure construction



REFLECTIONS 3/3 MAKING SENSE OF THE PARADOX

U.S. does not provide much development assistance for 

construction of roads, railroads, and a lot of other hard 

infrastructure

Environmental and social impacts

Competitiveness of U.S. industry?

Focus on other areas where the U.S. has policy priorities and 

is more competitive

Climate change and energy

Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene

Gender

Good governance

Can address the environmental and social impacts of 
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It is the diplomatic strategy linking with cooperative development and cooperative 
multilateral security.

Understanding the Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP)

This explanation based on the presenter's own viewpoint that the basic character 

of a series of diplomatic strategies of the Abe administration.
Teruaki Aizawa Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy 
(FOIP) 
Institute(OPRI),The Sasakawa Peace Foundation(SPF), FROM THE OCEANS, Intelligence 
Analysis(Special Edition), July 30, 2018. (SPF/OPRI website)

In November 2018, the name of FOIP changed from "Strategy" to "Vision"
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There is no official document that explains FOIP systematically and in detail, 
and there is no choice but to decode it from the diplomatic bluebook or the 
policy speech at the Diet and any other information.

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe launched his foreign diplomatic strategy at the 

Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD) held in 

Kenya in August 2016. It aims for economic growth throughout the region 

connecting the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, identifying growing 

Asia and the latent potential of Africa as key regions. The strategy promotes 

free trade and infrastructure investment to expand trading zone. 

Cooperation on security is another goal. It appeals to the freedom of the 

ocean based on the rule of law by building of a military 

base in the South China Sea.

An example of a general understanding of FOIP in Japan

The Nihon Keizai Shimbun, October 26, 2017
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The original is in Japanese. This is the tentative translation by presenter. 



MOFA website, May,2017, Special Feature 
Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy
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MOFA website, May,2017, 
Special Feature Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy
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MOFA website, Free and Open Indo-Pacific(FOIP) MOFA website, October 2020, 
Opening Special Feature Free and Open Indo-Pacific(FOIP)
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MOFA website, October 2020, 
Opening Special Feature Free and Open Indo-Pacific(FOIP)
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corrected
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1) States should make and clarify their claims based on international law,
2) States should not use force or coercion in trying to drive their claims, 
3) States should seek to settle disputes by peaceful means

The meaning of "the rule of law"
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a, Akihiko Tanaka, Jiyuu de hirakareta Indo Taiheiyou senryaku no syatei
[The  range of view about FOIP](in japanease), Gaikou[Foreign Affairs], 
Vol.47 Jan./Feb.2018

b, Ken Jinbo, Indo Taiheiyou Kousou no syatei to kadai[The range of view 
and the  agenda of FOIP] (in japanease), Kokusai Anzen Hosyou[Jounal of 
International  Security],Vol46, Issue 3, Dec 2018

c, Mie Ooba, Nippon no Indo Taiheiyou kousou
japanease), Kokusai Anzen Hosyou[Jounal of International Security],Vol46, 
Issue 3, Dec 2018

d, Shinichi Kitaoka, INSHIGHT into the world/Make the Indo-Pacific freer, 
more  open, The Japan News/Special to The Yomiuri-Shimbun, December 
17, 2018

e, Matake Kamiya, Cooperative Strategy to Realize Competitive 
Strategy - Free and Open Indo-
Pacific stratey(vision), SSDP,   Feb 2019

Domestic major argument about FOIP in Japan Major references
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Belt 
and Road  Initiative : BRI , which is consistent with the government's 
explanation. 

They all point out that their relationship with China is a central focus of 
FOIP. So to say, FOIP has inherent duality in its relationship with China. 

Kamiya and Jinbo call such a situation "Cooperative Strategy" to Realize 
"Competitive Strategy"

The presenter think that it is easiest to use Kitaoka's article for general 
explanation  about FOIP. 

continuing  cooperation with it, however limited, with a view to detoxifying 
Chinese diplomacy.

Overview of understanding FOIP by the commentary of experts in Japan
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The early time argument about FOIP seems to be premised on the 
relationship between Quad and China.

Recent movements concerned with FOIP and major argument

Shifting from assuming Quad as a core framework to one with broader 
multilateral cooperation in mind?

The first appearance of the term FOIP as a Japanese government in the 

To realize this strategy, Japan intends to further strengthen its strategic 
cooperation with countries such as India, which has a historical relationship 
with East Africa, and the U.S. and Australia, with which it has alliances.

Temperature differences between Quad countries such as India
Increase in commitments by ASEAN countries, Pacific island countries and 

other regions countries such as Europe.
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One of the aim of FOIP is an extremely important in turning China 
into democratic world order.

It is extremely important that FOIP is a concept based on the ocean. 
It is important to keep in mind that the universal ocean governance 

of the region to the region,  including other regions country such as 
Europe.
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Recent movements concerned with FOIP and major argument

Although there was a change of leaders in Japan and the United States, 
FOIP is basically inherited. For example, the Biden administration tried to 
change the term "Free and Open" in FOIP in order to differentiate it from 
the Trump administration, but it is said that it was decided to inherit this by 
working from Japan.

Relationship between FOIP and China's Belt Road Initiative (BRI)

June 5,2017, PM Abe mentioned "BRI" in a speech in Tokyo, saying that, 
"Japan would like to cooperate with China, after recognizing that it is 
indispensable for transparent and fair procurement, and the soundness of 
finances to be preserved.

January 22, 2018, PM Abe mentioned in his policy speech, Based on this 
overall direction, we will also work with China.

May 2018, when PM Lee visited Japan, we agreed on economic cooperation 
in  third country, and when PM Abe visited China in October of the same 
year, he mentioned its promotion.
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However, even after that, "economic cooperation in third 
countries" has not necessarily progressed concretely.



FOIP in Africa and Relationship with China (Considearation
from the case of TICAD7)

References to FOIP at Yokohama Declaration 2019
We take good note of the initiative of a free and open Indo-
Pacific announced by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe at TICAD 
VI in Nairobi. 

Japanese government tried to 
include support for FOIP in the 
TICAD 7 Leaders' Declaration, but it 
had become such a roundabout 
expression due to opposition  
among the participating countries 
which were effected China's will, 
some media reported.
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Conclusion
Regarding the issue of Japan's lack of interest in the 

theme of this time, "development of the East African 
coastal region," various factors must be considered as 
mentioned in the keynote speech.

However, from the perspective of relationship with 
China, which is a core issue of FOIP, there are only limited 
room for Japan to enter to the development target 
countries in Africa with considering China's development 
assistance, Isn't it?

If so, we recognize that it is necessary to consider 
various concrete measures as presented by other 
presenters.
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Population growth in Africa
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Africa and a blue economy

Our oceans, seas, lakes, rivers and other water 
resources hold great promise for contributing towards the success of the UN 2030 Agenda and the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

raised 9 priority areas:
1. Smart shipping, ports, transportation and global connectivity,
2. Employment, job creation and poverty eradication,
3. Cities, tourism, resilient coasts and infrastructure,
4. Sustainable energy, mineral resources and innovative industries,
5. Managing and sustaining marine life, conservation and sustainable economic activities,
6. Ending hunger, securing food supplies and promoting good health and sustainable fisheries,
7. Climate action, agriculture and fisheries, waste management and pollution-free oceans,
8. Maritime security, safety and regulatory enforcement and,
9. People, culture, communities and societies the inclusive blue economy

SPF Confidential. Do not copy, reproduce or distribute. 

Africa and a blue economy

land locked countries to maximize on benefits of blue economy and 
improved connectivity.

challenges of 
marine pollution.

In short,
Sustainable use of ecosystems and coastal, offshore, and inland fishery resources is the foundation of 
the blue economy.
It will be important to harmonize this foundation with the social and environmental impacts of ports, 
corridors, urban development, and resource extraction, as well as the over-exploitation of resources 
through IUU fishing.
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Mombasa port
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Coastal areas in Kenya
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Fish production and import in Kenya
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Insights from a blue economy perspective

In developing corridors to inland in Africa, the following considerations will 
be necessary in the future in terms of the blue economy.

Support for the development of supply chains to fisheries, aquaculture, 
and processing industries, and measures to combat IUU fishing and other 
related problems;
Support for human resource development and establishment of 
institutions that understand the synergies and trade-offs among the 
various sectors of the blue economy;
Promotion of sustainable use and co-benefits of blue carbon ecosystems 
to mitigate and adapt to climate change.
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