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Session 2-3 

“Ocean Acidification:  
Another Reason to Act” 

 

 

Tetsuji Ida 

Senior Staff Reporter,  

Kyodo News  

 

 

Tetsuji Ida, born in Tokyo 1959, is a graduate of Tokyo University.  

He studied sociology of science and technology. Since he was assigned as a staff writer of Kyodo News in 1983, 

he has covered environment and development issues from the Tsukuba Science City bureau and the science 

news desks in the Tokyo. From 2001 to 2004, he spent 3 years in Washington bureau in the US as a science 

correspondent. Since 2006, he is in a current position. 

 

He begun working on environment and development issues in 1987; one of his major subjects is climate change 

since he is reporting this issue before UNFCCC was formally adopted and he was a main writer of KYODO NEWS 

at COP3 in Kyoto. 

He reported environment and poverty issues and conservation efforts on the ground in many counties in Asia, 

Africa and the South America. 

He has covered many international conferences on multilateral environmental agreements including UNFCCC, 

CITES, CBD, Montreal Protocol, Ramsar Convention, WSSD in 2002 at Johannesburg, South Africa and Rio+20, 

Brazil in 2012. He has authored or coauthored twelve books on global warming, fisheries resources, toxic 

chemicals and natural resources management. 
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Session 2-4  Moderator Speech 

Discussion 
“Measures for Converting Response into Policy” 

 

 

Joji Morishita 

Professor,  

Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology  

 

 

He was Director-General of Japan’s National Research Institute of Far Seas Fisheries from 2013 to April 2016. 

He is Japan’s Commissioner to and Chair of the International Whaling Commission (IWC). 

He also serves as Chair of the Scientific Committee of the North Pacific Fisheries Commission (NPFC). 

He represented Japan at the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR), 

the Meeting on High Seas Fisheries in the Central Arctic Ocean, and other international ocean and environmental 

meetings including the Convention on Biological Diversity, CITES, and UN organized meetings. 

He has been involved in international fisheries issues since 1982 in the Japanese Government and served the 

Japanese Embassy in the United States from 1993 to 1996. PhD (Agriculture), Kyoto University, Master of Public 

Policy (MPP), Harvard University. BS, Kyoto University. 
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Discussion Topics of Session 2; 

 

1. What are the policy objectives for ocean acidification? 

Prevention, Adaptation, Monitoring/Assessment and/or their combination?  We need 

an agreement on plans and priorities. Do we need an international instrument to 

confirm the agreement? 

 

2. Do we have a system/organization to implement the policy? 

Problems caused by ocean acidification needs to be addressed by some 

governments/international organizations/non-governmental organizations. However, do 

we have such a system/organization that can handle the problems? It could be 

compartmentalized, divided, insufficient, or even non-existent. Who will take the lead?  

 

3. How can we inform and persuade stakeholders, including decision makers, to take 

actions?  

Scientific information can be highly technical, could involve uncertainties, and may 

convey no urgency. Information needs to be processed into a “digestive” form with a 

right message for the stakeholders. Who are the stakeholders? 

 

4. Where are the resources to address this challenge? 

Depending on the policy objectives and measures to implement them, necessary 

financial and organizational resources, including expertise, have to be secured. 

 

5. Road map  

Necessary steps need to be identified. Milestones. Triggers for next steps. Time scope. 
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