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Pandemics can get worse before they get @i
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Percentage of Visits for Influenza-like lliness (ILI) Reported by
the US Outpatient Influenza-like lliness Surveillance Network (ILIMNet),
Mational Summary 2008-02 and Previous Two Seasons
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Tigure 2: Weeklv consultation rates for influenza-like illness in New Zealand, 2007,
2008 and 2009
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Figure 9. Age specific rates of hospitalised confirmed cases of pandemic (H1N1) 2009 to 14 August
2009, compared with average annual age specific rates of hospitalisations from seasonal influenza
2004-05 to 2006-07~, Australia
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Figure 13. Numbers of deaths among confirmed cases of pandemic (H1N1) 2009, by age group and

sex, compared with total laboratory confirmed pandemic (H1N1) 2009 notifications by age group, to
14 August 2009, Australia
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Figure 15: Rates of deaths classified as influenza and pneumonia, NSW Registry of Births, Deaths
and Marriages, 1 January 2004 to 24 July 2009
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Review I

Closure of schools during an influenza pandemic
Simon Cowchemes, Weil M Fergeson, Tlawde Wachtd, Aners Tegnel, Gl me Saou;, Ben Duncan, Ainges Wiool

In response to WHO raising the influenza pandemic alert level from phase five io phase six, health officials around o i o 2000 5.03- 81
the world are carefully reviewing pandemic mitigation protocols. School desure jalso clled class dismissal in North
America) is a nonpharmaceutical intervention that is commonbr suggested for mi i pandemics,  Assyib

Health officials hing the decision to close schools must weigh the polential health benefits of redhacing irnsmission Dot <finkton

and thus mase mumbers against high economic and social costs, diffioalt ethical issues, and the possible dismption of xm?
key services such as health care. Also, if schools are mpected 1o close as a deliberate policy option, or just because 0f 5 o,

high levels of staff absenteeism, it is important o plan 1o mitigate the negative features of dosure. In this contexy, 7= 48 Fexpns Rt
there is still debate about i, when, and how school dosure pobicr should be usd. In this Review, we take 3 *7osioiian

Vol 45210 April 2008| do10.1038/nature06732

" LETTERS

) printable version

Estimating the impact of school closure on influenza

transmission from Sentinel data

Measures in school settings

Pandemic {H1N1) 2009 briefing note 10

OPEN § ACCESS Freely available enline

Simon Cauchemez', Alain-Jacques Valleron®*, Pierre-Yves Boélle™**, Antoine Flahault™** & Neil M. Ferguson'
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11 SEPTEMBER 2009 | GENEVA -- WHO is today issuing ad A Small Community Model for the Transmission of
schools to reduce the impact of the H1IN1 influenza pander Infectious Diseases: Comparison of School Closure as an
experiences in several countries as well as studies of the F|nteryention in Individual-Based Models of an Influenza

of school closures. These studies were undertaken by men
mathematical modelling of the pandemic.

Experience to date has demanstrated the role of schac
wirus, both within schools and into the wider communit
impartant dimension of the current pandemic, no singli
schools, which provide multiple opportunities for sprea

WHO recommends the use of a range of measures tha
situation, available rezources, and the =ocial role plays
authorities are in the best position to make decisions a
adapted and implemented.

WHO continues to recommend that students, teachers, and oth
home. Flans should be in place, and space made available, to i
ill while at school.
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