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PROVISIONS OF THE GOVERNIENT OF THE RYUKYU ISLANDS
Section I
Generel

“Afticle 4

The area of politicsl and geographic jurisdiction of the Government of the
Ryukyu Islends shell constitute and include those islands and territorial
waters within the followingz boundarics: '

29° North Latitude, 125°22' Eust Longtitude; thence

240 Yorth Latitude, 122° Eest Longtitude; thence

24° North Latitude, 133° East tongtitudo; thence

29° North Latitude, 131° East Longtitude; thence to point of

origin.
Article II

The Government of the Ryukyu Islands shall have its capitel in Naha-City
Gcinawer Shime, end it shall not be chenged to &ny obther locality except by
wafamcpdum in which the total vote cast comes to seventy per centum of the
5 el putber of qualified electors as determined by the lasy General and

~ gplementary Register of Electors, Provided that, in the case of a stvate of
uzrgency, - the seat of the governnent mey be changed to ensure continued

socration of the Government and the safety of its members, records, and allied

matters, ,

Secetion II
Status, Duties and Rights of the People
Article III

1. 4 Ryukyuan shall be a natural person whosc birth and ndme are regis-
tered in a family rezister in the Ryukyu Islands, provided that no family
register shall be transferred into the Ryukyu Islands without authority of
the Deputy Governor and no person who is & national of any forcign state -other
‘than Jepen or who is a stateless person rey be registered except in accordence
with the previsions of low,
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' 2, The duties of a Ryukyuan toward the Government of the Ryukyu Islands

of which he is a part shall be that of essuming the general responsibilitics of
representative government, thet of aiding in the maintenance of law and ordcr,
that of taking part in civie affeirs, that of casting the ballot at #11 cleetion:
end thet of paying taxes duly csteblished and meted out to him, ;

3. HNo person shall heve the right to vote in eny elcetion for public office
or to hold any public office through either clection or eppointment who has been
adjudged incompetent or quasi-incompetent, or who has been sentenced to imprisoi.
rent cnd has ncither finished the exccution of such punishment nor has lezally
ceascd to undergo the same, or who has been plsced upor probation by a duly
constituted court and has not complcted the term of his nrobation,

4e To oerson vho adwvocates, or who 2ids or belongs to, eny party, organi-
zation, or association which advocates tho overthrow by force or violence of the
Governrment of the Ryukyu Islands or of the United Statcs shall be perritted to
run for or lLold any public office of trust or profit, ’

5+ The rights of a Ryukyuan toward the Government of the Ryukyu Islands
shall be thet of using in comron with others tho proporty end esteblishrents of
the Governrent of the Ryukyu Islands and of the city, town or village in which
they reside; the right of seckin; public office; the rizht of perticipating
in public clections and the rizht of petitioning for general aend just cause,

irticle IV

Furtherrore, a Ryukyucn shall have the right of exercising the initiative
and referendun for the ecnactihent, amendment, or ebolition of lawgy and that of
initiating procedurcs for tho receall of legislators, cither severally or jointly,
as provided by law. ‘ ' : -

Article V

1, The rights of the pcople tovard the Government of the Ryukyu Islands
shall be that of obteining proteetion of 1ife, real #nd pcrsonal property and
effects according to law, =

2, All of the people shaell be respected as individusls end held equal
under the lew, Their right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness
shall, to the extont that it doecs not interfere with the public welfare, be the
supreme consideration in legislation and in other governmentel effairs,

Article VI

1, Frecedom of religion is guarantocd to all, No religious organization
shall reccive any vrivileges from the Government of the Ryukyu Islands or from
any municipal or other governmental unit within the Ryukyu Islends, nor cxercise
any political authority,

2. No ncrson shall be compelled to tcke part in eny religious cct,
celebration, rite or nrectice, s

3. The Government of the Ryukyu Islands or any nunicipzl or other govern-
mental unlt within the Ryukyu Islands shall refrain from religious education or
any other religious activity,
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- Section IiI E .

Sxacutive Branch
Orgénization and Cperation

Article VII
The Government of the Ryukyu Islands shall have an Txecutive Pranch
composed of the Chief Txacutive, -Deputy Chief Ixzcutive and its administration
which shall be so organized as to personnel, structure, and function that the
affairs of the Government of tha Ryukyu Islands shall be coprdineted, effected,
and executed to maximize its bensfits for tha innabltants.

Article VIilI

The dspartments of the Ixscutive Branch of the Government of the Byukyu
islands shall consist of tha following: Dapartment of Tducation, Devartment of
Communications, Departmant of Finance, Dzpartment of Natural Rasources, Depart-
ment of General Affairs, Departmant of Transvortation, Dapartment of Public -
Health and Velfare, Department of Commsrca and Industry, DaDartmant of Public
llorks, Department of Pollce, and Dapartmant of Legal Affalrs.

g L Article (%

The Chief Ixacutive shall, w1th1n his Jurlseictlon, conrdinate affairs of
the CivaI Administrator as affecting city, town or villaks governments, and the
Governmant of ths Ryukyu islands, as fall within his powsrs undsr proclamations,
directives, ordinances, or laws, ,

Articls X

No person shall bs Chief Exacutive or Deputy Chisf Txscutive of the - "
Government of the Ryukyu {slands vho has not attainzd ths age of 35 years and
who has not bsen a resident of ths Ryukyu Islands and domiciled tharain for a
minimum pﬁrxod of five ysars amxd whose family Registar has not besn maintained
‘n the Ryukyu islands for a similer veriod. Tha Chief Tx2cutive and ths Davuty

hief 3Ixacutive, shall not, whils in such offics, hold any other position or
offica under ths’ Govarnmant of the Ryukyu leands, or any othar governmental
umt within ths Ryukyu lslands, or undor any forzign government, Nor, shall
the Chief Zxacutiva.or ths Deputy Chisf Ixzcutive or any othar officials or
anployazs of tha Government of the Ryukyu islands ba nersonally 1ntarestad
directly or indirectly, in any contract with ssid govarnment or dapartmant or -
agency tharsof., Nor, shall any parson vho has ba2n convictzd of bribsry, psr-
jury or .any crims involving moral turpituds, bz 2ligibl= to hold tha offica of
Chief Zxz3cutive, Daputy Chief Txacutivz or any othar offics or position of
trust or ra2sponsibility in tho Govarnmsnt of tha Ryukyu Islands.
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Article XI

The Chief Exccutive shzell, at the commencement of cach session; give to the
Icgislature information by rmedsazcy of the condition of the Government of the
Ryukyu Islands and shall rccommend sti¢h meesures as he shall deem expedient, He
shall accompany his message with a stetemeht of «ll roney received and paid out,
subject to his order or the order of the treasurcr or other off{cial charged with
such rcsponsibility- in the Government of the Ryukyu Islands, with vouchers therc~
for; and at the commencement of each regular session, prescnt estimgtes of the
arount of money required by taxation for all purposcs, The Chicf Zxccutive shall
present to the Legislature such additional messazes as he shall deem advisable
from timc to time,

Article XII

The Chief Executive may, on.extraordinary occusions, convene, at his own
instance, the Legislature; but when so convencd, it shall cnicr upon no business
except that stated in such call for such scssion, or as shall be bopadcned by
him to include other matters which he shall decnr cxpedient,

Arﬁiclo XIII

Every bill passed by the Lezislaturc shall, before it becomes a law, be
presented to the Chief Exccutive. If he approvos the bill he shall sign it,
and therecupon it shall become & law; but if not, he shall return it, with his
objections, to the Legislature, vhich shall cnter the objcctions at large upon
its journal end proceed to rcconsider it. If, after such rcconsideration, two-
thirds of the members present end voting, @zrce to pass the bill, it shall be
referred to the Deputy Governor of the Ryukyu Islends for his final action there-
on, But in all cases), the vote in the Lezislaturc shall be determined by yees
and nays to be entércd on the journal, Any bill which shall not be returned by
the Chief Executive within ten days after he reccives it, excluding Sundays and
Holldays, the same shall be a law, in like manner-as if hc had signed it, unless’
the Legislature by its adjournment, prevents the rcturn of such bill, in which
case it shall not be a law, How»ver, the following shall be applicable to bills
appropriating money or providing revenue: Every b111 passcd by the Legislature
meking appropriations of money or raising rcvenue, cmbracing distinet items,
shall before it becomes a law, be presented to the Chief Executive; if he dis- -
approves the bill, or -any item or appropriztion thorcin contained, he shall -
communicate such dlsanproval with his rcasons thordfor to the Icgislature; but
all items not disapproved shall hazve the force and effect of law according to-
the originzl provisions of the billy Any item so disapproved shall be void,
unlcss rcpasscd by a two-thirds maJority of the Iegislature and approved by the
Deputy Governor,

Article XIV
The Chicf Exccutive shall be responsible for the promulgation of a law,

He may establish detailed rulcs and rezulations nccessary for the execution
of a law enzcted by the Legislature, if so deleguted by law,
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Article XV

4 systam of civil sarvics for ths Government of ths Ryukyu Islands shall bs
establishad in accordance with ths provisions of law vhich shall ¢nntrol stich
Tesponsibilitias as appointment, promotion, and ratiremsnt which fall within thn
provisions of such system. ‘

Article XVI S ' e

Th~ Chisf Txscutivs shall oerform such administrative and 2x3cutiva rasnonsi-
bilitiss i1n accordancs with tha powers as set forth undsr Articls IV of Givil
Administration Proclamation Yo, 13, "stablishmant of ths Govarnmant of tha
Ryukyu Lslands," datad 29 Fsbruary 1952, Howavar, such nowars shall ba axarcis~g
ind3psndantly of tha powars grantad to the Logislaturs or to the Judieial organs
of the Governmant of tha Ryukyu islands. .

Articls XVII -

Tha Deputy Chif Ixzcutivs shall orssids ovar tha Lagisleturs, but shall
hava no vot», oxcept tho Lagislature mey sutherizs such s vot2 as a pvert of thn
standing rulas of procadurs tharsof, whars the Lagislaturs ba aqually dividad,
The Deputy Chisf Txacutivas shell parform no official axscutivs end administrativa
responsibilitiss-in ths Governmant of thn Ryulyu Islands or in any dopartmant or
agency thersof, unless hs shall ba eall-d upon to parform thz dutiss of the Chiaf
Sxecutiva in ths svant of ths absanes or inability of such nfficisl to parform
his rasponsibilitins, In such cass tho Legislaturs shall slact, fronm among its
own mambars a prosiding officar. :

Saction IV
Loglslaturc
Organization and Oparation
.Article XVIII

Ths Legislaturs shall bs compos~d of thirty-ona mambars to ba ~lact~d by
“hs people of ths Ryukyu islands in accordancs vith ths provisions of law,

Artiecl~ XIX

Ths Lngislaturs is authorizad to mak> 21l laws. which sEell_ba.nadqssnry and
proper for carrying into axscution ths powors. of the Govarnmant of ths Ryulyu
ielands, as sat forth in Civil Administration Proclamation No, 13, "istablishmant
of ths Governmsnt of ths Ryukyu Islands," datnd 29 Fabruary 1952, or ab shcll bhe
delegated to it by ths Daputy Govarnor. Tha L2gielrturs, in thn axarcis~ of
1ts lsgislativs powsr, shall bs indapandant of ths Txscutivs and Judicial organs
of ths Governmant of ths Ryukyu islands, Thn styla of th»s acts of tha Lagislatura
shall bas "B> it snactad by ths Legisleturs of tha Governmant of thn Ryukyu
Islands,."
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: -~ ' Article XX ' _“
The first regular session of- the Legislature of the uovernment of the

Ryukyu Islands shall convene et the seat of government in Naha, Okinawa on
the 1st day of april 1952, and shall meet in regular session @s prescribed
by law, The Chief Executive may conveng theo Levlslature whenever, in his”
opinion, the public safety or welfare shall require it, It shall be his duty
to convene it, on application in writing of one-fourth of the members. thereof,
and for cause stated in such written aoplicatlon.

qrticle XTI

Zvery member of the Iezislature shall be present within the Lezislative
chamber during sittings of the Legislature and shall attend the regular meetings
of the st“ndlng committecs or of selhct comrittecs of which he is a member,
unless cxcused or necessarily pr.vented. %%%EEEE&E&? of the members of the
Legisleture shall constitute a guorum for ¥The purposec of transacting business,
In case a smaller number than a quorum of the legisleturc shell convene, they
are hereby authorized to send the ﬁenﬂeant-“t-nrms of the Lczislature, or any
other person or persons, by then authorized, for any and ell cbsent members as
thg ty of such members shall azree, at the oxpensec of such cbsont morbers,

95§§§i§$%1&, unless such expense for nonettendance shall be peid as the
Loeislature when a quorum is convened, shell judge sufficient; and, in that -
case, s the exponsc shall be, paid out of monics eppropricted by the Legislature,

artic 10 XIT

‘No person shall be a member of the Legislaturé who shall not thO attained
the' ege of 25 years and who hag npt been a rcsident of the Ryukyu Islénds and”
domlciled therein for minimum Dcriod of five ycars and whose family Registér has
not been maintained in the Ryukyu Islands for e like period, No person shall,
while a member of the Legislature, hold any other position or office under the
Government of the Ryukyu Islands, or under any Gunto Government or other govern-
mental unit within the Ryukyu Islends, or under any foreign government except

as provided for in Artlcle XXXIX Civil idministration Ordinance No, 57 dateqd .
18 Deceémber 1951 Nor shall any person vho has been convictsd of bribery, f'
perJury, or ‘any. cr1m0 involving moral turpitude be eli'i lo for membership in
thc Lovlslature f gy Efow

Afticic XXIII

Members of the Legislature, shzll, in all cases except treason, fglanies,
and-breach of the paace, be orivileied from arrcst during the scssion and for
ten days before and after same;.znd fopruords.spoken-in debate, or any report,
mission or provosition madG in the Iezislature or in a connitteo thercof a.

member shall not be questioned in.eny other place,
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Article XXIV

No act of the Legislature shall embrace morec than one subject and that
shall be expressed in the title, However, if any subject shall be embreced
in an zct which is not so cxpressed, the act shall be vold only as to so much
thereof as shall not be so, oxpressed, and no law shall be rcevised, or amended,
by rcference to its title only.

Article ka

" The Legislature shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and cduse the scme
to be published from time to ‘time and 211 bills and rcsolutions shall be deseribec
therein, The following shall be contained in the journals:

aes lessages from the ChiefvExecutive.
- by Titles of all bills, and the title and toxt of all resolutions.

c. Every vote teken by yees and nays, and o brief statoment oft the
context of cach petition, mermorial or pcper presented to the ILezislature,

-~

de A truc and accurate account of the nroccedings of the Lezislaturec,
Articlo VI

The Legisloturé shall neme such standing comrittecs, and from time to time
such select committees, as it shall detcrmine, but ccch shall consist of not
less than threc merbers, to be authorized in a manner as the Lejislature shall
establish,. At the adjournment of each rcguler or spceial session of the
Lecislature,- the chairman of the respeetive committee shall deliver to the
Secretery of the Legislature, the record book of such comrittee proceedings,
and it shall be the duty of the Scerectary of the Legislature to preserve the
sarme among the archives of his office, The chcirman of each stending committee
shall ceuse to be kept for the ourpose, a record of cvery recting of the com-
mittee whercin shall be entered the followsings i

a, The time and place of cach committee neotlna, and every hearing
had before the committee,

b. The uttcndance of members of the corrittee af cnch meeting thereof.

Ce The namp of any vperson or persons appcaring bcfore the committee,
and the intercst represented by him,

Article XXVII

1, The Tecgisclature shall determine its own rules of procedure, However,
all bilis nuet go tarough thrise rcading processes, but each rcading process
must e rade on a scparcte day, unless, in case of urgency, by a vote of three-
fourths of the members present tcken on each bill, this rcquirement mey. be dis-
penscd with,

q
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2. DNo items under comsideration will be unduly deleyed by the Legislature
in its delibcratlons, or held in cormmittee beyond a ;casonable length of tire,

3.- The Iegisleture is hercby vested with authority to conduct 1nvcstigat10ns
and to order the attendance and testimony of witnesses, and to order the productior
of books and papers or documents, beforc the Legislature as a whole or before any
committee thereof. In such cases, the provisions of law concerrning ‘the inquiry
of witnesses, as stated in the Code of Civil Procedurc end subsequent modification
by competent legislation shall apply mutatis mutandis with the exception of those
orovisions relating to detention or administrative fine, Any witness thus orderecd
to appeer before the Lezislature as a whole or before any cormittee thereof may
be nald per diem exnenses es determined by the legislature, or as provided for by
law,

~

4+ Conduct of merbers, witnesscs and visitors durinz sessions of the
Lezislature shall be controlled by the Specker, as prescribed by the Legislature.
lMisconduct and violations of lawful orders of the Legislature shall be :punished
as provided for by law, The legislature may punish its rcmbers for disorderly
behaviour, and, with ‘the concurrcnce of threc~fourths of the members elscted
thereto, expel & membor, Persons, other than members of the Legislature, who
hold the euthority of the Legislaturc in contenpt may be tried by court zction,

5. Any member of the Legislature may introduce a hill or a resolution,
However, such bill or resolution may be prevarcd by the Chicf Exccutive,. Deputy
Chief Executive, or by any officiel, ancncj, cctivity or by a citizen's group
or privatc individuel,

6. Bnactnents by the Legislaturc shall be medo by a majority vote of the .
rerbers present, a quorum being present at the time of such enzctrents.

7. L session of the lcgislaturc shall be open to the public, provided
that, on a motion of three or morec merbers, a resolution, for holding a sceret
sitting has-been adopted by the majority of- two-thirds' or more of thc mumbcrs
present, a sceret session may be held,

Article JXVIII

Members of the Logislaturc shall rcceive an ennual salary and required
travel and operational expenses as provided for by law, However, no per diem
shall be allowed members of the Lezislature for days they are ebsent from
Iecgislative sessions and for days during which the Legislature is not in session,
‘unless on authorized business. The salarics, travel and operational expenses
of the Chief Exccutive, the Deputy Chief Executive, the merbers of the Court of
4ppeals and other courts, as vell as of other enployces or officials, of the . .
Government of the Ryukyu Islands, shall be provided for by law in- accordance
with budgetary limitations.
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| Section V
Courts
Organization and Opcration
article XM IX

Tho governmentsj the inhabitants, and all persons prescent within the
jurisdictlon of tho Government of the Ryukyu Islends unless othervwige excepted
shuall be governed in tHeir relations with the Judicinry of the Ryukyu.Islends
by the provisions of Civil ,drindstratioh Proclamation No¢ 12 daoted 2 January
1952, titleds "Ryukyuan Court Systcns',

Article X2X

The Ixecutive and Legislative Branchcs of the Government of the Ryukyu
Islands shall excrcise no additional governmentel nowers concerning the Judiecial
System except as specified in Civil wdrinistration Procleration No. 12, dated
2 January 1952, titled: "Ryukyuen Court Systens",

Section VI
Relationship with unicipzl Government
Article XXI

Regulations concerning organization cnd operations of municinal governments
shail be fixed by law in cecordance with the principals of sclf government,

Article XXXIT

The -municipal governments shall hove assemblics as their deliberative
boly. The meyors, the members of the asscrbly, and such other local officiels
as may be determined by law shall be clected by dircct populor vote within each
mmicipelity, .

Article YXXIII

Municipalitles shall have the rizht to manage their property, administration,
Tinencial zctivities, and affairs and to enaet their own by-lews in accordance
with lew, ' o .

Article XXXIV

Ualess otherwise prohibitec. the Government of the Ryukyu Islands may exercise
itz pover over a municipality when such action is in the speeific interest of the
droe Livanis ol Yhe geographice arca of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands. No
clactea miritipal official may be reroved cxcept for cause and in accordance with
due process of law, However, the Government of the Ryukyu Islunds shall have the
power to bring an action in mendamus in the anpropriate court against a person who
fails or refuses to exccute the provisions of @ law which he 1s charged to adminis-

ter., S Y
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: Seetion VII . :

Sundry Provisions
frticle XXV

1. The Government of the Ryukyu Islends shall engage in no foreign
affairs except through the United States Civil Administration of the Ryukyu
Islands. -~

2. The following Ordinences and Dircctives of Civil barinistrution cre
rcseinded or amended as indicated:

a, Ch Dircetive Number 5 of 22 Mey 1951 is hereby rescincded.
‘be - Ci Dircetive Number 6 of 22 May 1951 is hercby rescinded,

¢+ MG Ordinence Nurber 22 of 4 .ugust 1950 1s hércby ancnded by the
rescission of paragreph 2b of Article II, parcgraph 2 of /rticle IX, and
wrticle XI, g

3. lLegislative, executive ‘end zdministretive cctions performed in accordanc
with the Ordinances and Directives rescinded or arcnded by the preceding para-
graph prior to the offcctive dste of this Ordincnce shall rewain in force and
effect until modified, rescinded or superscded by the appropriate branches of

governmente
article XVI
The effective date of this Ordinance shall be 1 spril 1952,

.-~

BY DIRECTION OF THE. LEPUTY GOVERIOR:.

. " YA '

.'/___\ o ' s i
AL /49?/@/f}26{‘(47

JAMES I, IEVIS

) : Brizadier General, U, S. Arry

i Civil Adrinistrotor
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