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Below is a roundup of developments in US politics and foreign affairs in September 2019.

S AD/\1Z4 k- Highlights from this month

> Ru Y FpEERIE N 7 v I REEEO S % B4R L 72 /Speaker of the House Pelosi
started impeachment proceedings against President Trump

> BUYT 7T OhiliEs B EZ T KEFE~OHE R Sk 2 (b L 72/ The US
increased its military assistance to Saudi Arabia following attacks on its oil facilities

> HXRKEIHEIGWEDEENEFICESH L 72/The US and Japan reached agreement on a

bilateral trade deal
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Texas relaxed legal restrictions on carrying firearms and storing ammunition in public places.
The change in state laws came one day after 8 people were killed in shootings near the Texas
cities of Odessa and Midland. Several major US retailers have issued statements asking
customers not to openly carry weapons into their stores. On September 20, firearms
manufacturer Colt announced it would cease production of certain assault rifles for civilians,

citing market saturation. (1, 2, 3, 4)

9.1 TI7H=REY + XY NVIC X 2 BB . KEBESE RE L 2 Y Ny O
RBFEBICEOVTWE LRSS L, L2l 9 AL, 2N VICKZKHETRE 1 A
BHC LI EZZT, P IV TRIEHEIZZ)AVIEEES XU T 7H =R 2 v KifmE L
DMFERHE L VLD IEZZHOMIC L, (1,2,3,4)



https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/09/01/texas-shooting-state-gun-laws-loosen-day-after-odessa-midland-rampage/2186153001/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-texas-shooting-fox/west-texas-gunman-killed-seven-and-wounded-22-including-toddler-idUSKCN1VM1CT
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/open-carry-states-retailers-ask-customers-not-to-carry-guns-into-stores-walmart-wegmans-walgreens-kroger-cvs-latest/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/09/01/texas-shooting-state-gun-laws-loosen-day-after-odessa-midland-rampage/2186153001/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-texas-shooting-fox/west-texas-gunman-killed-seven-and-wounded-22-including-toddler-idUSKCN1VM1CT
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/open-carry-states-retailers-ask-customers-not-to-carry-guns-into-stores-walmart-wegmans-walgreens-kroger-cvs-latest/
https://apnews.com/fbdf5e5f6d654332bbedfaffe3663154
https://the-japan-news.com/news/article/0005978742
https://apnews.com/e6d57a22dd434a5e81e1e483dbd96c25
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-49624132
https://apnews.com/fbdf5e5f6d654332bbedfaffe3663154
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As attacks by the Taliban continue, a senior State Department representative stated that US

and Taliban negotiators are moving closer to a peace agreement. Later in the month,
President Donald Trump announced his decision to cancel a secret meeting with Taliban and
Afghan leaders after a US soldier was killed in a Taliban attack. (1, 2, 3)
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The State Department placed sanctions on Iran’s civilian space agency after the country’s
failed attempt to launch a satellite. The US believes Iran is using its space program as a cover

to improve its ballistic missile capabilities; Iran asserts the program is for peaceful purposes.
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Defense Secretary Mark Esper informed Congress of 127 military construction projects whose

funding will be diverted in order to construct a wall on the US-Mexican border. (l)
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The US Treasury imposed new sanctions targeting Iranian-owned tankers and entities
allegedly controlled by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps’ Quds Force. Engaging in
business with a blacklisted entity could result in being added to the US sanctions list. On the
same day, the State Department announced a $15 million reward for information that could
help disrupt the Revolutionary Guards’ financial mechanisms. Several Chinese companies,

including the Cosco Group, were added to the blacklist later in the month. (1, E)
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https://the-japan-news.com/news/article/0005978742
https://apnews.com/e6d57a22dd434a5e81e1e483dbd96c25
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-49624132
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-sanctions-irans-space-agency-after-failed-launch-11567554944?mod=hp_lista_pos4
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-sanctions-irans-space-agency-after-failed-launch-11567554944?mod=hp_lista_pos4
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/09/03/trump-administration-prepares-to-raid-military-projects-for-border-wall-1479981
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/09/03/trump-administration-prepares-to-raid-military-projects-for-border-wall-1479981
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-sanctions-iranian-oil-shipping-network-allegedly-controlled-by-quds-force-11567612927
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/09/04/us-iran-military-reward-program-1480620
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-sanctions-chinese-firms-for-allegedly-shipping-iranian-oil-11569424569?mod=world_major_2_pos1&mod=article_inline&mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-sanctions-iranian-oil-shipping-network-allegedly-controlled-by-quds-force-11567612927
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/09/04/us-iran-military-reward-program-1480620
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-sanctions-chinese-firms-for-allegedly-shipping-iranian-oil-11569424569?mod=world_major_2_pos1&mod=article_inline&mod=article_inline
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The Air Force announced it will launch a review of its internal process for selecting air crew
travel accommodations. This followed news that crew members have increasingly been staying
at an Scottish resort owned by President Trump during missions. This has raised concerns
that Trump may have violated the Constitution’s emoluments clause, which is designed to
prevent elected officials from profiting from their office. Trump denied knowledge of the
incidents. (1, 2, 3)
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Defense Secretary Esper called on China to exercise restraint in responding to mass protests
in Hong Kong. Thousands of protestors reportedly demonstrated in front of the US consulate

with the aim of garnering American support. (1)
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North Korea called upon the US to generate new proposals in order to re-start negotiations

on nuclear disarmament. The following day it launched projectiles off its eastern coast. (1)
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The National Rifle Association filed a lawsuit against the city of San Francisco for passing a
resolution declaring it a domestic terrorist organization. The gun lobby called the resolution

a violation of its First Amendment rights to free speech. (1)
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https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/sep/09/donald-trump-mike-pence-doonbeg-turnberry-golf
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/09/09/air-force-lodged-trump-turnberry-1487662
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/09/08/trump-resort-air-force-probe-1485447?nname=playbook&nid=0000014f-1646-d88f-a1cf-5f46b7bd0000&nrid=0000016b-683f-d5f2-a16f-7dbf76e50000&nlid=630318
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/sep/09/donald-trump-mike-pence-doonbeg-turnberry-golf
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/09/09/air-force-lodged-trump-turnberry-1487662
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/09/08/trump-resort-air-force-probe-1485447?nname=playbook&nid=0000014f-1646-d88f-a1cf-5f46b7bd0000&nrid=0000016b-683f-d5f2-a16f-7dbf76e50000&nlid=630318
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-hongkong-protests/hong-kong-protesters-appeal-to-trump-for-help-before-clashes-erupt-in-evening-idUSKCN1VT012
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-hongkong-protests/hong-kong-protesters-appeal-to-trump-for-help-before-clashes-erupt-in-evening-idUSKCN1VT012
https://apnews.com/8f65ef636c4c4123a934580c90a216df
https://apnews.com/8f65ef636c4c4123a934580c90a216df
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/nra-sues-san-francisco-over-domestic-terrorist-organization-label/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/nra-sues-san-francisco-over-domestic-terrorist-organization-label/
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President Trump said he asked for National Security Advisor John Bolton’s resignation,
indicating that he and others in his administration disagreed with many of Bolton’s views. He
named Robert O’Brien, the State Department’s special presidential envoy for hostage affairs,

to the post on September 18. (1, 2)
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Republican candidate Dan Bishop won a House of Representatives special election in North
Carolina by a slim margin of less than 4,000 votes. The outcome has been viewed as a
bellwether for elections in 2020. (1, 2)
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President Trump stated he will shift the start date for additional tariffs on $250 billion of
Chinese imports from October 1 to October 15. Two days later, China announced it would
suspend its tariffs on US soybeans and pork. Senior US and Chinese trade negotiators are

scheduled to hold discussions in early October. (1, 2)
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Saudi Arabian oil facilities were attacked by drones and missiles, resulting in a steep decline
in oil production. Houthi rebels in Yemen claimed responsibility for the attack; Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo and other US officials blamed Iran. President Trump threatened

retaliation. (l)


https://edition.cnn.com/2019/09/10/politics/trump-john-bolton-out/index.html
https://www.10tv.com/article/trump-names-hostage-negotiator-robert-obrien-national-security-adviser-2019-sep
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/09/10/politics/trump-john-bolton-out/index.html
https://www.10tv.com/article/trump-names-hostage-negotiator-robert-obrien-national-security-adviser-2019-sep
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/election/article234890702.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/what-the-results-of-n-c-special-election-say-about-2020
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/election/article234890702.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/what-the-results-of-n-c-special-election-say-about-2020
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/trump-to-delay-tariff-hikes-on-250-billion-in-chinese-goods-until-oct-15-2019-09-11
https://apnews.com/b31b6c9954cb4db9af63ee115923fed4
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/trump-to-delay-tariff-hikes-on-250-billion-in-chinese-goods-until-oct-15-2019-09-11
https://apnews.com/b31b6c9954cb4db9af63ee115923fed4
https://apnews.com/269744b35e16422fa746b0c1504ceb4f
https://apnews.com/269744b35e16422fa746b0c1504ceb4f
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President Trump announced his intention to revoke California’s ability to determine its own
vehicle emission standards, which are among the strictest in the country. He claimed the move

will lead to cheaper and safer vehicles for consumers. (l g)
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Greta Thunberg, a teenage climate activist from Sweden, addressed Congress in an effort to

promote US action on climate change. (l g)
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President Trump announced sanctions on Iran’s central bank. On the same day, the
Department of Defense announced plans to dispatch around 200 additional troops and air

defense assets to Saudi Arabia to protect that country’s critical infrastructure. (1, 2, 3)
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Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerburg traveled to Washington, D.C. to meet with President
Trump and members of Congress. Zuckerburg sought to address concerns about the social
media platform’s handling of issues including user privacy and foreign interference in US

elections. Last month, the Wall Street Journal reported that a Justice Department panel might
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https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-administration-revokes-californias-authority-to-set-auto-mileage-standards
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-49746701
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-administration-revokes-californias-authority-to-set-auto-mileage-standards
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-49746701
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2019/09/18/greta-thunberg-climate-change-testifies-congress/2357930001/
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/09/18/politics/greta-thunberg-climate-hearing-congress-trnd/index.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2019/09/18/greta-thunberg-climate-change-testifies-congress/2357930001/
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/09/18/politics/greta-thunberg-climate-hearing-congress-trnd/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-aramco/u-s-building-coalition-after-saudi-oil-attack-iran-warns-against-war-idUSKBN1W40VN
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/trump-announces-new-sanctions-on-irans-central-bank/2019/09/20/23643aae-dbb9-11e9-a688-303693fb4b0b_story.html
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2019-09-26/pentagon-to-send-radar-patriot-missiles-to-bolster-saudi-defenses
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-aramco/u-s-building-coalition-after-saudi-oil-attack-iran-warns-against-war-idUSKBN1W40VN
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/trump-announces-new-sanctions-on-irans-central-bank/2019/09/20/23643aae-dbb9-11e9-a688-303693fb4b0b_story.html
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2019-09-26/pentagon-to-send-radar-patriot-missiles-to-bolster-saudi-defenses
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/09/20/zuckerberg-courts-the-powerful-in-dc-1757722?nname=playbook&nid=0000014f-1646-d88f-a1cf-5f46b7bd0000&nrid=0000016b-683f-d5f2-a16f-7dbf76e50000&nlid=630318
https://www.wsj.com/articles/trans-pacific-tensions-threaten-u-s-data-link-to-china-11566991801
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decline to renew a construction license for an undersea data transmission cable funded by

Facebook, Google, and a Chinese investor. If completed, the cable would provide a high-speed

link between Hong Kong and Los Angeles. (1, 2)
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Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D) announced her support for impeachment proceedings
against President Trump. The move followed media reporting in mid-September that a
government official had filed a whistleblower complaint against Trump. The complaint
alleged that he attempted to pressure the president of Ukraine into investigating the business
activities of potential presidential rival Joe Biden and his son during a phone call in July. The
president denied any wrongdoing, and on September 25 said he had authorized the release of

a record of the phone conversation. (l 2,3, é)
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President Trump and Japanese Prime Minister Abe Shinzo signed an agreement to conclude
a bilateral trade deal on the sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly meeting in New

York. The agreement includes digital trade but does not cover automobiles. (1, 2)
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The Senate passed a stopgap spending bill to keep government offices running through late
November. President Trump signed it one day later. Without the bill, the government would

be forced to shut down from October 1. (1)
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https://www.politico.com/story/2019/09/20/zuckerberg-courts-the-powerful-in-dc-1757722?nname=playbook&nid=0000014f-1646-d88f-a1cf-5f46b7bd0000&nrid=0000016b-683f-d5f2-a16f-7dbf76e50000&nlid=630318
https://www.wsj.com/articles/trans-pacific-tensions-threaten-u-s-data-link-to-china-11566991801
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/09/26/poll-support-impeachment-trump-1515012?cid=apn
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6430369-whistleblower-complaint.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/whistleblower-complaint-involves-trump-communication-with-foreign-leader-11568898983?mod=searchresults&page=1&pos=1&mod=article_inline
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/09/24/trump-says-he-authorized-the-release-of-complete-fully-declassified-and-unredacted-transcript-of-ukraine-call.html
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/09/26/poll-support-impeachment-trump-1515012?cid=apn
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6430369-whistleblower-complaint.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/whistleblower-complaint-involves-trump-communication-with-foreign-leader-11568898983?mod=searchresults&page=1&pos=1&mod=article_inline
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/09/24/trump-says-he-authorized-the-release-of-complete-fully-declassified-and-unredacted-transcript-of-ukraine-call.html
https://the-japan-news.com/news/article/0006035522
https://www.nippon.com/en/news/yjj2019092600352/
https://the-japan-news.com/news/article/0006035522
https://www.nippon.com/en/news/yjj2019092600352/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2019/09/26/senate-passes-stopgap-spending-bill-keeping-government-open-through-nov-sending-measure-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2019/09/26/senate-passes-stopgap-spending-bill-keeping-government-open-through-nov-sending-measure-trump/
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Secretary of State Pompeo said the US had determined that Syrian President Bashar al-

Assad’s government used chemical weapons in a battle against insurgent forces in May. (1)
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US Army General Mark Milley became the new chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. (1)


https://www.reuters.com/article/us-syria-crisis-usa/u-s-accuses-syrian-government-of-chemical-weapon-attack-in-may-in-idlib-idUSKBN1WB28A
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-syria-crisis-usa/u-s-accuses-syrian-government-of-chemical-weapon-attack-in-may-in-idlib-idUSKBN1WB28A
https://www.stripes.com/news/us/gen-dunford-steady-force-at-the-pentagon-gives-way-to-gen-milley-as-new-joint-chiefs-chairman-1.601334
https://www.stripes.com/news/us/gen-dunford-steady-force-at-the-pentagon-gives-way-to-gen-milley-as-new-joint-chiefs-chairman-1.601334

