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Below is a roundup of developments in US politics and foreign affairs in August 2019.

S AD/\1Z4 k- Highlights from this month

> OKENEK v B 05580 2> HBEL L 72 /The US withdrew from a nuclear treaty with Russia

> b7 v RSN E S S % Bl X ¢ 72 /President Trump ramped up the US’s
trade war with China

> BUELSTRESHR TR R . HiBH % o < 2w £ 5 72 /Mass shooting incidents

sharpened debate on gun control
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The number of Democrats seeking impeachment of President Donald Trump increased to
more than 50% of the total lawmakers in the House of Representatives, with 118 out of 235
voting members supporting the move. On August 8, House Judiciary Committee Chairman
Representative Jerry Nadler (D) said that his committee is already conducting a fact-finding
investigation on whether to bring articles of impeachment against the president. He expects

his panel’s findings to be announced by the end of this year. (1, 2)
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The US formally withdrew from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty with
Russia. Washington accused Russia of violating the treaty by refusing to destroy its new SSC8
cruise missiles. On August 20, the US tested a long-range cruise missile that had been banned
under the treaty. Defense Secretary Mark Esper has expressed a desire to deploy such missiles

in the Asia-Pacific region. (l, g)
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The Chinese ambassador to the United Nations said China would take countermeasures in
response to President Trump’s decision to impose 10% tariffs on an additional $300 billion in
Chinese imports. Trump said the new tariffs would take effect on September 1. On August 5,

the Treasury Department labeled China a currency manipulator. (l g)
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President Trump signed a 2-year, $2.7 trillion federal budget agreement. The deal will

increase spending on defense programs by 3% in fiscal 2020. (1)
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North Korea appeared to launch a short-range ballistic missile. This followed a similar launch
earlier in the week. Although they violate UN Security Council Resolutions, President Trump
described the launch of short-range missiles as “not a problem.” North Korea again launched

short-range missiles on August 10 and August 16. (l, g)
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Two mass shootings occurred within hours of one another in Dayton, Ohio and El Paso, Texas.
The attacks killed 7 people and will likely focus attention on gun control ahead of the 2020

presidential election. (1)
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Secretary of Defense Esper met with Prime Minister Abe Shinzo and Defense Minister Iwaya
Takeshi in Tokyo. He praised the bilateral alliance and encouraged Japan to participate in
multilateral operations aimed at securing shipping in the Strait of Hormuz. Esper and Abe

agreed to work closely on North Korea and China-related issues. (1)
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The US and Turkey announced the creation of a joint operations center to ensure safe passage

through part of northeast Syria bordering Turkey. (1)

8.8 [EHE & fi : ABiB - EIEIKER (CBP) o~—7 - £— A vRERMATIZ, 7 Aok - 2
F o 2 [EHIA T C DEE R IC X 23 E BT H KLY 34%D 7 75 2,000 A TH o 7=
EHREKLT, A VREREREIR, REFEZOMAIE) b7 v 7 KEHEOESEEHBEE B
FUREBRIHICAFZAXva, 777 oRBicLsdb0L Lz, (1)

Acting Customs and Border Patrol Commissioner Mark Morgan stated that 72,000 people

were arrested for US-Mexico border violations in July. The figure is a 34% reduction from the
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previous month. Morgan credited President Trump’s approach to border protection and

negotiations with Mexico and Guatemala for the decline. (l)
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During a visit to the United Kingdom, National Security Advisor John Bolton stated that the
US is willing to swiftly negotiate a bilateral trade agreement once the UK leaves the European

Union. (1 2)
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The Chinese government refused a scheduled visit by two US Navy vessels to Hong Kong
amid continuing civil unrest. On August 14, the bipartisan leaders of the House Foreign

Affairs Committee condemned China for violating Hong Kong’s autonomy. (1, 2)
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The Israeli government announced it would ban IThan Omar and Rashida Tlaib, two Muslim,
Democratic House lawmakers, from entering the country. President Trump had publicly
encouraged Israel to ban the two for their support of an international boycott, divestment, and
sanctions movement against Israel. The congresswomen were scheduled to travel to both

Israel and Palestine to meet with peace activists and human rights organizations. (1, 2, 3)
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The State Department informed Congress of its approval for the sale of 66 F-16 fighter planes

to Taiwan. The potential deal is valued at around $8 billion. China portrayed the sale as

violating the one-China principle. (1, 2, §)
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The US issued a warrant for the seizure of an Iranian tanker after the ship was released by
Gibraltar. The vessel was seized by British forces in waters off Gibraltar on suspicion of
transporting oil to Syria in violation of EU sanctions. Gibraltar released it after receiving
assurances that its cargo was not bound for any country subject to EU sanctions. Gibraltar

said it cannot act on the American warrant as only applies to violations of US sanctions. (1, 2,

3)
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President Trump confirmed his interest in purchasing Greenland, an autonomous territory of
Denmark. After Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen responded that it is not for sale,

Trump postponed his planned visit to the country. (1, 2)
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Japanese Minister of Economy, Trade, and Industry Motegi Toshimitsu said significant gaps
remain in Japan and the US’s effort to reach a bilateral trade agreement. Motegi was in

Washington, D.C. to take part in negotiations with his counterpart, US Trade Representative
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Robert Lighthizer. On August 24, President Trump announced a trade agreement had been

reached in principle. (1, 2)
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The Pentagon voiced concern and disappointment over South Korea’s decision not to renew

its General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA) with Japan. (1)
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President Trump traveled to France for a G-7 leaders’ summit. Leaders discussed a range of

issues including the global economy and uncontrolled fires burning in the Amazon rainforest.

D
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The Department of Justice’s inspector general’s office issued a report stating that former
Federal Bureau of Investigation Director James Comey violated bureau policies in his handling
of official memos. Comey’s release of one of the memos led DOJ to appoint a special counsel

to investigate possible Russian interference in the 2016 presidential election. (l 2)
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The US Trade Representative’s Office confirmed plans to raise tariffs on more than $300
billion goods from China from 10% to 15%. Tariffs on the initial $125 billion in goods will
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begin September 1, while the remainder will be collected from December 15. The move

follows China’s announcement of tariffs on $75 billion of US goods. (1)
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