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1 Report available at https://www.spf.org/global-data/user53/G50report1.pdf
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Emerging Market
Entrepreneurs — Myanmar

EME was established in October 2018 and operates exclusively in Myanmar. EME was
founded by UMJ Ikeya Investment, Emerging Markets Group Holdings and Dr Yit Fan
Wong in addition to three established regional angel investors and has cornerstone
investment from the Dutch Good Growth Fund managed by Triple Jump.

EME invests between USD 50-250K into early-stage Myanmar startups. The company
is sector agnostic, focussing on great founders who can drive innovation to scale
and redefine markets. With a full-time team on the ground, EME provides significant
post-investment support across a broad range of business areas including finance,
marketing, operations and strategy. EME often invests multiple times in its portfolio
companies, helping founders to focus on their business rather than fundraising and
helping startups reach inflection points and scalability.

Support Her Enterprise

SHE Investments (Support Her Enterprise Co. Ltd.) is a social enterprise based in
Cambodia, and working in the South East Asia region. SHE designs and delivers
Cambodia’s first and only business incubator and accelerator programs for women-led
MSMEs using a gender and cultural lens. SHE also works with government, non-
government, private and public sector partners in Cambodia and Myanmar to develop
a portfolio of support services and solutions for enterprises to formalise and scale.
Since its launch in early 2015, SHE has helped 300 businesses to scale, whilst also
providing other business support services to over 1,000 women. Specialising in the
barriers facing women’s micro-small enterprises in Cambodia, SHE brings expertise
in gender analysis of the challenges and opportunities facing women entrepreneurs
in emerging economies, from startup incubation through to investment readiness.

The Sasakawa Peace Foundation

Founded in 1986, the Sasakawa Peace Foundation (SPF) is one of the largest
foundations in Japan. SPF has five priority goals, of which “empowering women to
achieve gender equality in society” is one. In November 2017, as part of the Asia
Women Impact Fund, SPF announced plans to invest up to USD 100 million into
impact investment funds that achieve favorable outcomes for women across Asia,
while generating market-rate returns. Aside from making investments, the Gender
Investment and Innovation Department at SPF also operates several grant-based
programs with the goal of supporting women’s entrepreneurship and economic
empowerment in Southeast Asia.

Women’s economic empowerment and entrepreneurship are key themes to promote
inclusive and sustainable development in Southeast Asia. In June 2019, SPF published
a report entitled A Gender-Inclusive Southeast Asia through Entrepreneurship’.
This research included development of a Women’s Empowerment Framework for
Southeast Asia (Figure 1) that highlights seven mutually reinforcing dimensions to
promote women’s empowerment in the region, including economic empowerment
(including entrepreneurship), personal safety and mobility, formal representation,
education, health, time and decision-making.

References

1 Report available at https://www.spf.org/global-data/user53/G50report1.pdf
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