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Transport Corridors on the East Coast of Africa
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Program

13:00 Opening Remarks
Dr. Hide SAKAGUCHI President, OPRI-SPF

1 3:05 Keynote Addresses
Dr. Brendon CANNON
Assistant Professor, Khalifa University (UAE)
RADM (Retired) Kazumine AKIMOTO
Senior Research Fellow, OPRI-SPF

14:00 Panel Discussion
Panelists :
Dr. Brendon CANNON
RADM (Retired) Kazumine AKIMOTO
Commentators :
Dr. Carl Bruch
Senior Attorney, Environmental Law Institute (USA)
CAPT (Retired ) Teruaki AIZAWA
Associate Professor, National Defense Academy
Mr. Masanori KOBAYASHI
Senior Research Fellow, OPRI-SPF
Dr. Atsushi Watanabe
Senior Research Fellow, OPRI-SPF
Moderator :
Dr. Mikiyasu NAKAYAMA
Managing Director, Global Infrastructure Fund
Research Foundation Japan
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Presenters' Profile

Dr. Brendon CANNON
Assistant Professor, Khalifa University

Dr. Cannon is an Assistant Professor of
International Security ot the Institute for
International and Civil Security Studies (IICS),
Khalifa University in the United Arab Emirates. He
received his PhD in Political Science with a focus
on International Relations from the University of
Utah, USA in 2009. His research interests include
international relations, security studies,
geopolitics, and the strategic interaction between
East and West Asia and Eastern Africa

RADM (Retired) Kazumine AKIMOTO
Senior Research Fellow, OPRI-SPF

RADM Kazumine Akimoto began his service career
in 1967, when he joined the JMSDF. After
completing the Command and Staff Course at the
Maritime Staff College, he held several positions
in the Maritime Staff Office (MSO) and the
Operation Evaluation Office. Positions held
include:  Liaison  staff with  Patrol and
Reconnaissance Force US 7th Fleet; Head, Flight
Research and Development Division VX 51; Chief,
Intelligence Section of the MSO Intelligence
Department; Chief of Staff, Fleet Air Wing. He
was assigned as a senior researcher at the
National Institute for Defense Studies (NIDS) at
the Japan Defense Agency (now Ministry of
Defense) in 1995. He retired from JMSDF and
resigned from the NIDS in 2000, and joined the
Ocean Policy Research Foundation (now, Ocean
Policy Research Institute of The Sasakawa Peace
Foundation) as a senior research fellow.
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Presenters' Profile (Cont’ d)

Dr. Carl Bruch
Senior Attorney, Environmental Law Institute

Carl Bruch holds a JD from Northwestern School
of Law of Lewis & Clark College, MA in physics
from the University of Texas at Austin, and BS in
physics from Michigan State University. Mr.
Bruch's research focuses on making environmental
low work. He has extensive experience
internationally in helping countries develop and
implement laws, policies, and institutional
frameworks to effectively manage natural
resources.

CAPT (Retired) Teruaki AIZAWA
Associate Professor, NDA

CAPT (Ret.) Aizawa is Associate Professor of
NDA, Department of Leadership and Military
History. He served in JMSDF as Operation Officer.
He also has various experience as a government
official and researcher. He retired from JMSDF in
2016 and joined OPRI in 2018, after working for
two years as a specialist in the Regional Policy
Division, Asia and Oceania Bureau, MOFA. From
2020, Current job. He is one of the specialist
about Japan's "Free and Open Indo-Pacific
(FOIP)" vision.
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Presenters' Profile (Cont’ d)

Mr. Masanori KOBAYASHI
Senior Research Fellow, OPRI-SPF

Mr. Masanori Kobayashi is Japan undertaking
research work on ocean and sustainability policy.
He worked on sustainability issues in the Pan Asia
Fund and Pacific Island Nations Fund of SPF, the
OPRF (currently OPRI-SPF), the Yokohama
National University, the IGES, the United Nations
and the Permanent Mission to the UN in New York
of the Japanese MOFA. He holds LL.M (University
of Georgia), M.A. in international economic laws
and public administration (International Christian
University), and LL.B. (Chiba University) and
completed the doctor course without degree
(University of Tokyo).

Dr. Atsushi WATANABE
Senior Research Fellow, OPRI-SPF

Dr. Atsushi Watanabe studied geography and
earth and planetary science at the University of
Tokyo. He worked as a postdoctoral fellow at the
graduate school of environmental studies at
Nagoya University from 2004 to 2008, and as an
assistant professor at the graduate school of
information science and engineering at Tokyo
Institute of Technology from 2008-2018. He
studied material (especially carbon) cycles in coral
reefs and coastal blue carbon ecosystems and the
impact of climate change or local stressors on
these ecosystems. Since 2018, he has been
working as a senior research fellow of the OPRI-
SPF, leading the blue economy and blue carbon
policy researches. He is a director of the Japan
Blue Economy association since July 2020. He
also acts as a councilor of the International Coral
Reef Society and a representative of the
Japanese Coral Reef Society.
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Presenters' Profile (Cont’ d)

Dr. Mikiyasu NAKAYAMA

P Managing Director, GIF Japan
OQ‘ Mikiyasu Nakayama received his B.A, M.Sc. and
- VRN Ph.D. (1986) from the University of Tokyo. He

served in the United Nations Environment

. Programme (UNEP) and the World Bank in 1980s

7P $5. and 1990s. He +tfaught at the Utsunomiya

7 <= University, the Tokyo University of Agriculture and
Technology, and the University of Tokyo, in the
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences. He retired
from the University of Tokyo in 2020 and was
granted the title of professor emeritus. He
specializes in resource and environmental
management.

Dr. Hide SAKAGUCHI
President, OPRI-SPF

Dr. Hide Sakaguchi is President of the Ocean
Policy Research Institute (OPRI) of the Sasakawa
Peace Foundation. Prior to joining OPRI in 2021,
he served as Research Associate at Kobe
University, Principal Research Scientist at CSIRO
of Australia, Adjunct Professor at the Earthquake
Research Institute of the University of Tokyo, and
Executive Director of JAMSTEC. Dr. Sakaguchi is
specialized in Computer Science, Geoscience, and
Engineering.
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