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Aims of the Seminar/ At I +—nH 5\

Today’s complex geopolitical dynamics make the safety and structural integrity
of the undersea cable network a major security concern: from the ocean depths to
their landing zones, be them the sandy beaches of the Pacific Islands or the
frozen shores of the Arctic. Actually, those two regions, which until recently were
on the sidelines, are now coming to the fore of the subsea cable global scene.
Fibre-optic connectivity in the Pacific Islands has improved markedly over the last
decade. However, cable expansion has become an arena in which long-established
regional partners, like Australia and the United States, vie for diplomatic clout
and infrastructural positioning vis-d-vis a new subsea cable logistics powerhouse:
the People’s Republic of China. The resulting “security anxiety” has effected the
suspension, diversion and reconstitution of several cable line projects.

Meanwhile, much farther North, a trans-Arctic sea cable route is becoming
realizable against the backdrop of rising sea temperatures and technological
advancement. The new data highway would link northern Europe with Russia,
Japan, China and North America along the Northeast Passage, making internet
less vulnerable and, at the same time, opening a vector of regional development.
It then appears that the incentive for cooperation among Arctic stakeholders is
solid. Yet, not dissimilarly from the Pacific Island case, convergence of interests is
counterpoised by security concerns and geopolitical algebra.

In light of this situation, the Ocean Policy Research Institute of the Sasakawa
Peace Foundation (OPRI-SPF) has invited up-and-coming researchers from
overseas to examine the challenges and prospects of submarine cable networks,
which are expected to expand in the future.
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Speaker s’ Profile (BiEHBERE)
[Dr. Amanda H A WATSON (7=>% -H-A-7bhV>) ]

Dr. Amanda H A Watson is a research fellow with the
Department of Pacific Affairs at Australion National
University. Dr. Watson's research focuses on
communication and information technologies in the
Pacific region, including mobile telephones, the
infernet and social media, with attention on personal
use, strategic use and regulatory issues. Her work has
been published in various academic journals. She has
also written book chapters, blog posts, policy briefs,
discussion papers, book reviews and reports.
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[Dr. Daria SHVETS ()7 -3 arw) ]

Dr. Daria Shvets, Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Law,
Pompeu Fabra University (Barcelona, Spain). Dr.
Shvets specialized in International Law at the
Lomonosov Moscow State University (Moscow, Russian
Federation), where she earned a LLM and held the
position of teaching assistant. She pursued further
studies at the University of Stockholm (Stockholm,
Sweden) and earned her PhD in International Public
Law from the Pompeu Fabra University (Barcelona,
Spain). Her Doctoral Dissertation is ftitled: "The
International Legal Regime of Submarine Cables: A
Global Public Interest Regime". She frequently
publishes on undersea cables issues including
submarine cables affairs in the Arctic region.
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Speaker s’ Profile (BiEHBZEE)
[Dr. Fabrizio BOZZATO (777144 - KyY7—1)]

Dr. Fabrizio Bozzato is specialized in international
relations and keenly interested in Indo-Pacific
thalassopolitics. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Science
(Graduate Institute of International Affairs and
Strategic Studies, Tamkang University, Taiwan), an
M.A. in International Relations (University of Tasmania,
Australia) and a Master in Political Science (University -
of Milan, Italy). His areas of research include the blue "
economy, science diplomacy and Holy See-China
relations. Dr. Bozzato is frequently asked to comment ‘ ‘
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for international media on issues of geopolitics and
diplomacy. Signally, he has the honor of serving as
Ambassador (non-resident) of the Sovereign Order of
Malta to the Republic of Nauru.
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[Dr. Tomonari AKAMATSU (G4 &BX) ]

Dr. Tomonari Akamatsu is Director at Policy
Research Department of OPRI, SPF. He was educated
theoretical physics at Tohoku University and received
Ph.D. (agriculture) from Nihon University in 1996. His
majors are underwater bioacoustics and passive
acoustic monitoring of aquatic creatures. He was a
senior researcher of National Research Institute of
Fisheries Science until 2019 and temporarily studied
at National Institute of Polar Research and Thomas
Hunt Morgan School of Biological Sciences, University
of Kentucky as a visiting scholar.
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Speaker s’ Profile (BiEHBERE)
[Dr. Atsushi SUNAMI (A # &]

Dr. Atsushi Sunami is the President of the Sasakawa
Peace Foundation. He is also Director of the SciREX
center and Executive Advisor to the President at the
National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS)
and Guest Professor at the Research Organization for
Nano & Life Innovation at Waseda University. He is
currently serving as a member of the Basic Policy
Group under the Committee on National Space Policy
in the Cabinet Office, also as Chair of the Space
Utilization Promotion Round-table under the Minister
for Space Policy in the Cabinet Office. In addition, he
is a member of the Innovation Strategy for Security
and Safety at the Cabinet Office and on the Advisory
Board for the Promotion of Science and Technology
Diplomacy in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan. He
holds a BSFS from Georgetown University and an MIA
and PhD in Political Science from Columbia University.
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[Dr. Hide SAKAGUCHI (fRa %) ]

Dr. Hide Sakaguchi is President of the Ocean Policy
Research Institute of the Sasakawa Peace Foundation
(OPRI-SPF). Prior to joining OPRI in 2021, he served
as Research Associate at Kobe University, Principal
Research Scientist at the Commonwealth Scientific
and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) of
Australia, Adjunct Professor at the Earthquake
Research Institute of the University of Tokyo, and
Executive Director of the Japan Agency for Marine-
Earth Science and Technology (JAMSTEC). Dr
Sakaguchi is specialized in Computer Science,
Geoscience, and Engineering. He received a Ph.D. from
the Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto University in
1995.
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Synopsis of Presentation (3R&1%E)

Undersea internet cables in the Pacific region

(RFHFHIRIBITZBBRERAI— 2V M —T L)

Dr. Amanda H A Watson
(P29 H-A-TbV)

Considerable activity has occurred in recent years with the laying of
undersea internet cables for Pacific Island countries, with further
expansion to come. In 2007, just four Pacific Island countries were
connected to an international undersea internet cable, but there has
been a substantial increase in cable deployment and nearly all will be
connected within the next few years.

This presentation will: infroduce the undersea internet cables in the
Pacific region; share the promises that tend to be made in relation to
new cables; consider whether such promised benefits can be realised;
and reflect on questions related to geopolitics, cybersecurity and
reliability.
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Synopsis of Presentation

Submarine cable development and security prospects
In the Arctic region
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Dr. Daria SHVETS
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An extensive network of submarine cables covering the ocean
seabed is considered critical infrastructure for communications. All
continents except for Antarctica are currently connected via modern
fiber optic cables providing the capacity to carry almost all Internet
traffic of the world. However, in the remote Arctic region with severe
climate conditions laying of submarine cables is a pioneer industry. Only
several projects have been developed during the last years. As of the
day, no transarctic cable connecting Europe with Asia has been laid
although it is estimated to significantly increase the speed of
connection between two continents. This summer, the Russion state-
driven submarine cable project «Polar Express» was announced to be
finished in 2026 promising to bring high connectivity to the Arctic but at
the same time possibly raise tension and security concerns in this
unique region. Through the prism of the Arctic region, this presentation
aims at discussing submarine cable projects in the most northern area
of the world, address their legal regime under international law
providing an overview of the legal specificity of the Arctic regulation,
and open discussion on the role of non-Arctic states claiming to take
part in the discussion of the Arctic connectivity infrastructure.
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