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Rustle of Spring, Whiff of Gunpowder:
Documentaries from Northeast India
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Surrounded by Tibet, China, Myanmar and Bangladesh, the northeast region of India connects to the
mainland via a slender stretch of land of just 22 kilometers in width, euphemistically called the “chicken
neck.” From the time of Independence, the Indian state has obsessively worried about the map of this area
getting severed from this slender chicken neck. Confronted by the self-determination struggles of the
indigenous people of the region, Indian cartographic mania has pushed the democratic life there to just a
frontier footnote.

But political turbulence is not the only story. As a geographical and civilizational bridge, the region has been
at the crossroads of much older histories of community cultures. With more than 200 languages and scores
of tribes, from hill societies to valley dwelling cultures, Northeast India could be celebrated as a microcosm
of diversity. This program presents the tension and dialogue between the post-colonial Indian state’s efforts
to represent the region and local filmmakers who seize back the narrative of their experiences.
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After the Smoke and Ammo: Assam’s Memories
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Q & A with Pinky Brahma Choudhury (filmmaker)
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An Autumn Fable /| Duphang-ni Solo
India (Assam) [ 1997 [ English, Bodo [ Color / DCP (Original: 16mm) / 45 min
Director, Narration: Pinky Brahma Choudhury
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The Bodo independence movement turned violent and the
community suffered. Yet each autumn, the tribespeople act out
legends from an ancient tradition under the open night sky.
Whispers of this land
since time immemorial
echo in the form of
stories and plays. Lore
and memory invoke a
life force renewed.
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Tales from Our Childhood [ Loralir Sadhukatha

INDIA [Assam) [ 2018 | Assamese [ Color, B&W |/ DCP [ 69 min

Director, Script, Photography, Editing: Mukul Haloi
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The filmmaker's childhood friend dons a borrowed uniform and
poses as a rebel. Another friend opens an old diary. A poem is
recited. The film embarks on a journey to revive the memory of
growing up as a child
in Assam in the 1990s,
a turbulent time of
armed rebellion for
independence.
Fragments are
reconstructed through
narratives of friends
and family.
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Timelessness in the Landscape
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Q & A with Kimura Makiko (Associate Professor, Tsuda University)
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0ld Man River

INDIA (Assam) | 2012 [ English, Assamese, Mising [ Color /| DCP | 52 min

Director, Script, Photography: Gautam Bora
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The centenarian’s life has been inseparable from the ancient river
Brahmaputra. Breeding cows and buffalo on grassy islands, farming
crops on marshlands, and
sustaining his growing
family, the old man
knows that the river
always gives life and takes
life. Nature cannot be
controlled hy the forces of
this world.
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What the Fields Remember

INDIA (Assam) / 2012 [ Bengali, English [ Color / DCP [ 52 min

Director, Script: Subasri Krishnan
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On February 18th, 1983, more than 2,000 Bengali-speaking
Muslims were killed in the town of Nellie and its surrounding
villages. People’s homes
were burnt down and
their fields destroyed.
Three decades later, the
filmmaker revisits the
fields that had witnessed
the violence.
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Culture of the Northeast by Aribam Syam Sharma
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Q & A with Aribam Syam Sharma (filmmaker)
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Orchids of Manipur [ Manipurgi Urei
INDIA (Manipur) [ 1993 [ Meitei / Color / 35mm [ 28 min

[FANTGANDERY ]

Yelhou Jagoi: The Dances of Lai Haracba / Yelhou Jagoi
INDIA (Manipur) / 1995 [ Meitei [ Color [ 35mm /[ 35 min
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The Monpas of Arunachal

INDIA (Arunachal Pradesh) / 2001 [ English, Monpa [ Color / 35mm [ 20 min
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Source: Directorate of Film Festivals, Government of India
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Aribam Syam Sharma (born 1936) is one of the leading filmmakers
of Northeast India, having directed 14 feature films and 31
non-feature films that depict the dynamics of Manipuri culture. In
Orchids of Manipur and Yelhou Jagoi: The Dances of Lai Haraoba,
his understanding and interest in traditional music and dance of
Manipur is apparent, as he unfolds the relationship between the
natural environment and cultural expression. With The Monpas of
Arunachal he filmed the people of Buddhist faith who live in the
mountainous area close to Bhutan. Again, faith and performance
are in focus in bodies working the fields, hands weaving
handicrafts, festivals, and dances.
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Song Forever
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The Broken Song / Sabin Alun

INDIA [Assam) [ 2015 [ Karbi [ Colar [ DCP [ 52 min

Director, Script, Music: Altaf Mazid
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Taking the oral singing traditions of the Karbi people, this is a
playful musical set in the contemporary village where gangsters
wear shades and drive
luxury limos. Heroes
and episodes from the
Ramayana find their way
into the story. Memory
and myth carried on
through generations are
opened up to the present.
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Songs of Mashangva

INDIA (Manipur) / 2010 / English, Tangkhul, Meitei [ Color [ DCP [ 62 min
Director, Photography, Producer: Oinam Doren
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Rewben Mashangva travels through the remote villages of the
Tangkhul Naga to talk to the old people and collect songs
and instruments. The
rhythms, melodies and
lyrics of the past link to
his own music which he
calls Naga Folk Blues. As
he performs, he shows
there is no reason to be
ashamed of one’s own
culture.
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People of the Mountain, People of the Waters: Creaking of Times  Flace
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Q & A with Haobam Paban Kumar (filmmaker)

[ZDBEDHYIE]

In the Forest Hangs a Bridge
INDIA (Arunachal Pradesh) [ 1999 [ English, Adi, Hindi [ Color / DCP (Original:
16mm) / 39 min

Director, Script, Producer: Sanjay Kak

B, WA, 8E: ydad A2

A2 )| B H5O0Ft, TF—F DM ELT F1D
RyZF2EHTOL2b0E, HoBibrrAEFETHhrot2—
RCHEETETYHEL. RI300 A—P OB EFEVE S, 2L
5. BFROZTbYEA -,

The cane and bamboo suspension bridges that span the river
valleys are the mark of the Adi who live in the forested hills of
Arunachal. Each year people carry out
the communal work of cutting
materials from the forest using a
single blade and rebuilding the
thousand-foot-long bridge. The film
captures a pivotal moment of change.

[F&lcE3BAL]
Floating Life / Phum-Shang
INDIA (Manipur] / 2014 | Manipuri [ Color [ DCP [ 52 min

Director: Haobam Paban Kumar
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Loktak Lake is known for its floating islands of biomass. In 2011,
the Manipur government burnt down hundreds of huts built on
them, claiming that the locals
who lived there were polluting
the lake. The fishermen's
modest living environment,
actually in tune with the natural
ecosystem, is destructed by state
order and heavy machinery.
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Two Documentaries from Films Division,
the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, 40 Years Apart
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New Rhythms in Nagaland

INDIA (Nagaland) [ 1974 [ English [ B&W [ DCP [ 46 min

Director, Script: Prem Vaidya
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Symposium : Documentaries from Northeast India / When Margins Becomes the Center
With:Pinky Brahma Choudhury (Director, An Autumn Fable)

Haobam Paban Kumar (Director, Floating Life), Moji Riba (Director, Prayers for New Gods)
Moderated by: Tarun Bhartiya (Director, Wien the Hens Crow, Not Allowed)

[RYyRIE#AR R Dl ]
MNF: The Mizo Uprising

INDIA (Mizoram) [ 2014 | English, Mizo [ Color / DCP [ 28 min
Director: Napoleon RZ Thanga
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In 1966, the Mizo National Front [MNF) launched an armed struggle for
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This film promotes Nagaland’s progress in building up its
infrastructure thanks to the central government’s support.
Following an official delegation of Naga youth on a tour
around mainland India, the camera captures military
parades, steel factories, dams, renowned cultural attractions,
all boasting of great India’s wealth and power.

independence. The Indian Air Force immediately bombed the state in
retaliation. Until the peace accord in
1968, the region suffered in an all-out
war. The film covers history by recording
testimony from rebel leaders, former
Assam Rifle, and Christian peace
negotiators who lived through the
turbulence of the times.
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Rustle of Spring: Faith, Democracy, and Women
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Q & A with Moji Riba (filmmaker), Tarun Bhartiya (filmmaker)
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Prayers for New Gods
INDIA (Arunachal Pradesh) / 2001 [ English [ Color / DCP (Original: mini DV) / 28 min
Director, Photography: Maji Riba
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Exploring the religious beliefs of formerly animistic tribal groups,
we discover various incoming l L

faiths, including Christianity, and |
a revival of indigenous faiths in
re-invented forms. The tribal
society is adapting to demands
brought on by a globalized sense
of God.

[DAEYHHLES]
When the Hens Crow [ Haba Kynih ka Syiar Kynthei

INDIA (Meghalaya) [ 2012 { Khasi | Color | DCP / 54 min
Director, Photography: Tarun Bhartiya
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Among the matrilineal Khasis, women carry lineage and
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inheritance. Yet when three women come together to question the
entrenched corrupt structures, ;
they are subjected to push-back
from village heads. The ditty
goes: “When the hens crow /[
Behead and throw her head on
the roof.” But these women
refuse to be dismissed.

[25 ik ]

Not Allowed [ La Mana
INDIA (Meghalaya) / 2018 { Khasi [ Color [ DCP [ 40 min

Director, Photography: Tarun Bhartiya
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A Bihari filmmaker married to a Khasi woman contemplates “La Mana”
-- what is not allowed in the matrilineal society. Are men of the Indian
plains stealing Khasi women's 4
affections? Will mixed marriages
prove apocalyptic? Amidst the
night filled with rum, music,
poetry, local cable TV and social
media, we dream multicultural
dreams of Khasi society.
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SASAKAWA PEACE FOUNDATION

ARCHIVE

Media, St. Anthony's College (Shillong, Meghalaya),
a pioneer institution which established the first-ever
graduate course in Mass Communication and Video Production in
India. The archive will collect and provide public access to
documentary films, newsreels, photographs, video interviews, and other
materials from the Eastern Himalayan region and Northeast of India.
Although blessed in geographic and cultural diversity, decades of
political unrest has prevented the region from establishing a repository
for its rich audiovisual culture. By collecting, protecting, and sharing
the audiovisual culture and heritage of Northeast India, the archive will
contribute to constructing the future of societies in this region.
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Culture of the Northeast by
Aribam Syam Sharma
18:00~19:28 | Film

Orchids of Manipur

Yelhou Jagoi: The Dances of
Lai Haraoba

The Monpas of Arunachal
19:30~ | Q&A

Aribam Syam Sharma (filmmaker)
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Yamagata International

TeL 023-666-4480  e-maiL info@yidff.jp  uRL www.yidff.jp

Documentary Film Festival (NPO)




