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    Think, Do, and Innovate-Tank
  

  



  

  A think tank as well as a foundation, SPF believes that both words and actions are key to understanding the challenges of today and forging new paths toward a more harmonious, sustainable, and inclusive future. 
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                                                                                                                                                                        News
                                                                                

          Women Entrepreneurs' Challange: Solving Social Issues through Entrepreneurship Vol. 2 – Passion for Cambodian Coffee

                    

                              The Cnai Accelerator Program, a project developed by SPF and its partners to support entrepreneurs with a gender perspective. We interviewed female entrepreneurs selected as finalists about their businesses that solve social issues. In this second installment, we report on the challenges of the founder of AGRO AGAPE, which supports female micro-entrepreneurs through their “Farm to Table, Table to Farm” coffee business.
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            Meeting with Members of Parliament from Northeast India

                        As part of the Study on Japan-India Strategic Dialogue, our foundation, in collaboration with the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), invited six members of Indian Parliament from Northeast India  to Japan from November 27 to December 2, 2023, with the aim of strengthening relations between Japan and India, which has an increasing significance in global diplomatic and economic affairs. This video introduces a the event "Meeting with Members of Parliament from Northeast India" held on the last day of this tour.
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            Report Launch: How to engage men in advancing the role of women in post-conflict contexts?

                        This event, held in Brussels on March 19, 2024, launched the new report, “Reconstructing Masculinities: Gender dynamics after conflict in Aceh, Maluku, and Bangsamoro Mindanao.”
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            Closing the Gender Finance Gap: Mapping the Opportunity for Gender Lens Investing in the Philippines

                        Gender finance gap continues to prevail across sectors and types of financing in the Philipines. Beyond microfinance, women entrepreneurs face barriers to capital – both debt and equity and remain underrepresented at all levels of the financial system. How can we support more women-led small and growing businesses in the country to address this gap?  What are their financing needs and where does the opportunity lie for investors to supply capital?
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        Japan–U.S. Program

        Acting as a hub of experts and intellectual information to strengthen the Japan–U.S. relationship and maintain regional peace and stability
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        Security Studies Program

        Helping to bring peace and stability to Japan and the greater Indo-Pacific region
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        Scholarship Program

        Providing study abroad scholarships for future leaders in Japan
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        Asia and Middle East Program

        Building a foundation of trust between Japan, Asia, and the Middle East to fortify solidarity and engender peaceful coexistence
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        Gender Investment and Innovation Program (Archive)

        Envisioning a society where women in Asia can realize their full potential
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        Peacebuilding Program

        Pursuing resolutions to lingering conflicts and the establishment of peace
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        Sasakawa Japan-China Friendship Program

        Working toward a future of lasting peace and mutual understanding

      

    
  

  
    
      
        [image: The Ocean Policy Research Institute]

      

      
        The Ocean Policy Research Institute

        Pioneers for a sustainable ocean, developing an innovative ocean governance
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        Pacific Island Nations Program

        Building mutual trust between Japan and Pacific island nations and promoting peace and prosperity in the region through targeted research and localized projects
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            IINA: The Problems of Nuclear Energy Use by Japan Raised Again by the Noto Peninsula Earthquake

                        By Yuki Kobayashi, Research Fellow, Sasakawa Peace Foundation

                      

          
                        

                                    The Noto Peninsula Earthquake, which occurred on January 1, 2024, recorded a maximum seismic intensity of seven and caused enormous damage. Nuclear energy facilities were no exception and trouble occurred in the Shika Nuclear Power Station of the Hokuriku Electric Power Company. Its transformers were damaged and the plant became unable to receive electricity from outside, among others. The events in this nuclear power plant in the earthquake once again raise problems of nuclear energy use by Japan.
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           IINA: Current Status and Challenges for Japan’s Strategic Communications based on the National Defense Strategy: Indo-Pacific Deployment 2023 and a Free and Open Indo-Pacific

                     For five months from April to September 2023, the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force conducted Indo-Pacific Deployment 2023 (IPD23). This exercise implemented the guidelines of Japan’s National Defense Strategy, one of the three major security documents released in December 2022. In this paper, I outline the contribution made by IPD23 to achieving the objectives of Japan’s National Defense Strategy. I also discuss the challenges in further promoting these objectives.

                              By Yasuhiro Kawakami, Director and Senior Research Fellow, Security Studies Program, Sasakawa Peace Foundation
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           IINA: The Future of Russian Energy Exports under Sanctions

                     Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the European Union (EU) has pursued policies aimed at shifting its energy sources away from Russia. This has resulted in a decline in the bloc’s dependence on Russian energy. Meanwhile, Russia has focused on exporting oil and natural gas to regions outside the EU to maintain its resource revenue. This paper analyzes the achievements and challenges facing this EU policy of ‘de-Russification’ and the trends among countries actively purchasing fossil fuels from Russia. It also examines the outlook for sanctions against Russia.

                              By Masahide Takahashi, Senior Research Fellow, Middle East Institute of Japan
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           IINA: The Israel-Hamas War: Prospects for a Two-State Solution and Japan’s Role

                     The Israel-Hamas War that began on October 7, 2023, is still continuing with no end in sight. Over 150 Israelis remain hostages as of December 2023 while Israel intensifies its military offensive in southern Gaza. Civilian casualties continue to mount, with reports citing more than 17,700 dead, mostly women and children, as of December 10. The armed conflict is a humanitarian tragedy, and the international community must urgently press for a two-state solution, presenting to both Palestine and Israel a roadmap to a peaceful and secure coexistence.

                              By Nobutaka Miyahara, Senior Adviser, Asia Pacific Alliance for Disaster Management
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                Asia and Middle East Program
              

      Meeting with Members of Parliament from Northeast India

      
                As part of the Study on Japan-India Strategic Dialogue, our foundation, in collaboration with the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), invited six members of Indian Parliament from Northeast India  to Japan from November 27 to December 2, 2023, with the aim of strengthening relations between Japan and India, which has an increasing significance in global diplomatic and economic affairs. This video introduces a the event "Meeting with Members of Parliament from Northeast India" held on the last day of this tour.
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          Report Launch: How to engage men in advancing the role of women in post-conflict contexts?

          
                        This event, held in Brussels on March 19, 2024, launched the new report, “Reconstructing Masculinities: Gender dynamics after conflict in Aceh, Maluku, and Bangsamoro Mindanao.”
                        
          

        

        
          
                        April  1, 2024
                        
          
        

      
    

        
      
        
          
            [image: Why do we need women]
          

          
	        	        Peacebuilding Program
	                  

          Why do we need women's perspectives? Female Foreign Ministers of Japan and Indonesia Talk (December 16, 2023)

          
                        On December 16, 2023, the Sasakawa Peace Foundation hosted a seminar titled “Why do we need women’s perspectives? Female Foreign Ministers of Japan and Indonesia Talk.” The seminar emphasized the importance of Women, Peace, and Security (WPS) and the potential for collaboration between Japan and ASEAN.
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	        	        Security Studies Program
	                  

          Proposals by Japanese and U.S. Experts: What is a Realistic and Effective Strategy toward China?

          
                        This video shows the discussions that were held during the public seminar entitled ‘Proposals by Japanese and U.S. Experts: What is a Realistic and Effective Strategy toward China?’ where security and economic experts from Japan and the U.S. shared their views on their collaborative project that resulted in the publication of policy proposals.
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                  SPF Policy Proposal: Shaping Pragmatic and Effective Strategy Toward China
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